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KBARLY HISTORY. 


Copy of a letter from James Logan to Charles Gookin, | 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 1715, 


May it please the Governor, 


It is now near seventeen years since the Proprietor send- 
ing for me to his house made me a proposal to come over 
with him into this provinee as his Secretary. After 
some time taken to advise upon it, I at length accepted 
the offer, and having arrived here he thought fit to in- 
trust me not only in his Proprietary affairs to a very high 
degree, but also committed a great share of those of 
Government to my care. At his departure he appoint- 
ed Coll. Hamilton, a very worthy gentleman, then go- 
vernor of the Jerseys, his deputy in the Government, 
under whom I was obliged to take a greater charge 
upon me than was well consistent with my other en- 
gagements. That gentleman dying, the government 
devolved on the Council, whose commission not being 
sufficiently full in relation te the Lower Counties, we 
found means nevertheless to preserve the administration 
in good order, tho’ the trouble of it then at the first 
breaking out of the war was exceeding great. Inless than 
twelve months after Coll. Evans arrived, who being but 
young and wholly unexperienced, the Proprietor, it 
seems, had entertained so favourable an opinion of my 
regard to his interest that he was pleased in his instruc- 
tions to him to take such notice of me as the Governor 
canst best judge of by remembering those he gave thy- 
self, which thou wast pleased to show me. After that 
Gentleman’s arrival, he gave a general satisfaction to 
the Proprietors ffriends for some time, till upon other 
views he thought fitt to estrange himself from them, in 
which he soon afier saw cause to alter his measures, 
but the steps he had taken in that time gave such of- 
fence to the Proprietor that he was removed. I have 
already hinted at the Proprietor’s instructions to thyself | 
it relation to me, and upon the strict charge he gave me 
in his letters on that head, I not only thought myself 
obliged, but actually exerted my best endeavours to 
serve thee, which I can truly say I did, with all the sin- 
cerity I should ever wish for myself in the nearest friend. 
Not long after I became fully sensible of the efforts 
tnade by some persons, some of the effects of which ap- 
peared in one or two passages of thy conduct to me in 
my own inner chamber, yet I resolved unshakenly to 
serve my Master and his Lieutenant under him to the 
utmost of my ability; nor can I remember that I was 
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therefore I cannot but think I have been hardly used to 
have that returned upon me on all occasions with so 
much unkindness. 


Since that time the Surrender came upon the stage, 
while I was in England, and then I am sure I had no no- 
tion the Governor had any thought of soliciting for a 
commission under the crown to himself. If, therefore 
I had favoured another’s pretensions with whom I had 
long lived, and generally very ffriendly, seeing the Go- 
vernor, had never imparted to me any thought relative 
to himself upon it. I cannot see why this should be ill- 
taken, or I be accounted in any case a worse man for it. 


I have thus far given a short account of my engage- 
ments within the Proprietors affairs, not through any 
desire to raise an opinion of myself, but to state my case 
in such terms to tke Governor, as that while he profes- 
ses the greatest regard to the Proprietor, with whom al- 
so I have stood in some trust, he might the more clearly 
see how inconsistent it is that I should be singled out 
and made an object of so much indignation, and treated 
with so much harshness, when at the same time I can 
challenge all mankind to give one instance in which I 
have knowingly acted any thing in opposition to that 
Interest which we are both engaged in. And [hope f 
may boldly appeal to the Governor himself whether I 
have ever opposed or have been deficient in serving his 
own interest with any Assembly to the best of my ability 
or understanding. I know not how I may have been 
misrepresented by whispers that may be too easily hear- 
kened to, but I can with a good conscience, and in the 
sight of God declare, I know not, of one particular but I 
have strenuously laboured his advantage against all op- 
position on the other side. 


Now while I have been as thus stated, and still amin 
relation to the Proprietor, and while the Governor acts 
by his commission and ever professes the greatest re- 
gard to his interest, I hope it cannot be accounted a 
forwardness or presumption in me to make this applica- 
tion to the Governor in behalf of that interest, earnestly 
besecching him to consider whether the truest honour 
be not the faithful discharge of a trust, and whether it 
would not be much more justifiable in all events to com- 
mune and advise with the Proprietor’s faithful and ap- 
proved firiends, such as the Council consists of, than 
new and inexperienced hands, who are strangers to our 
affairs, and act as if they were not much otherwise te 
the very nature of an English Government, I will by 


ever taxed by the Governor, even in his angriest mo- | 2 means question the Governor’s sincerity or good in- 


ments, with one step I had made to his disadvantage, 
saving in the opinion I gave concerning Capt. Gibb’s 
Pink, which I justified only by affirming that it was 
what I should freely doe were it my own case; and I 
must here declare that this was so far from being in- 
tended, as the Governor has too unkindly interpreted, 
as a snare to his prejudice, that it is still my sentiment, 
and what I durst undertake to justify before any com- 
petent and impartial judges; for since no false steps 
coulc be made by the Governor in such points without 
deeply affecting the Proprietor at the same time, it 
can never be imagined, that if I had really an ill design 
against the Governor (which, however, was far from 
my thoughts) I would venture so openly to advise in a 
case where I must myself be made accountable for it; 
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tentions for the Proprietors service, but of this 1 am 1s 
sure as that the sun gives day-light, that his (I mean the 
Proprietors) Interest, is at this juncture in the greatest 
danger in the Lower Counties, by means of the late 
and present misunderstanding in one of them. 


Those counties have long stood, but too loose to the 
Proprietor, and now, by a happy turn, and of which, if 
the Governor pleased, he might make an excellent use, 
they unanimously assert the Proprietors Charters and 
Grants to them, by which they seek to bind themselves 
more firmly to him than ever, at the very juncture in 
which our disputes with Maryland are coming on the 
stage. ‘Therefore not only common justice requires it 
that they should uninterruptedly enjoy every civil right 
that is granted to them, but further in regard to the Pro- 
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prietors Interest ’tis impossible that any man can be a 
ffriend to that interest, and not endeavour at the same 
time to cultivate and improve the best understanding 
that may be with that people, in procuring for them the 
full possession of those Privileges which they have the 
most undoubted right to claiin. But if on ye. contrary | 
those measures should be continued which the Gover- 
nor has (I hope thoughtlessly, or passionately, or by | 
unskilful advice, and not deliberately) taken with them; 
If all those who could serve the Proprietors Interest | 
there by uniting the country to him are rejected under 
the name of his enemies aad exasperated aguinst him 
by an opprobious treatment from his Lieutenant and by 
his commission; while none but strangers or men who 
have never been of any significancy in the place are 
cloathed with all the Power and are made, instead of 
Protectors of the Kings Subjects by Law, their open 
Oppressors through their partiallity, Ignorance, or Wil- 
fulness;—I say, with all due submission, if instead of 
laying hold of those great advantages now presented of 
uniting these people to the Proprietary Interest more 
closely than ever, they should, by so unprecedented and 
so causeless a treatment (from which no possible good 
can arise to any man living on this side Maryland) be 
provoked, as there isa real danger of it toa total defection 
from us by the measures now continually pursued in op- 
position to the earnest remonstrances of the Proprietors 
known firiends, I shall here respectfully offer it tothe 
Goverr.or to consider how,'when the matter comes to be 
judged le will be able to clear himself either of the gross- 
est imprudence and Weakness, or else of a most open 
breach of trust to the ruin of his honour; nor can this 
be all, but while the Governor himself suffers in his Re- 
putation, his principal the Proprietor will much more 
deeply suffer in his Interest. That must sink and fall, 
and this purely by his having taken C: Gookin for his 
ffriend, and trusting him in affairs of the highest impor- 
tance to him, in which he proved so far from serving 
him according to Instructions and expectations, that he 
rather choose to Sacrifice his own Honour, and both 
his own and Principals Interest to a few ill-grounded 
Resentments,—as if now when his Principal the Pro- 
prietor is rendered uncapable to serve himself, he must, 
with all his ffriends the Council whom the Governour 


ever till of late used to hearken to, be utterly expunged | 


from having any further place in his thoughts; and yet | 
by all this, no visible Interest whatsoever is served but | 
that of Maryland, who could neither wish nor contrive | 
any thing more in their favour, had they the direction 
of all the Governor’s measures, than those he is now 
taking. 

Let me, therefore, beseech the Governor, from what 
I have said in the first part of this, to summon to his Re- 
membrance the Right I have to call upon him in the 
Proprietors behalf, and let me without Resentment or | 


slight, implore and Obtest him by all the Regard he | 


has to his own Honour and the Trust reposed in him, 
and also to common Justice, to have compassion on the 
Proprietors distressed family, and not involve them fur- 
ther in a Labyrinth of trouble, which will be the cer- 


i 
| 
tain consequence of these disorders, if not duly reme- | 


died, of which I should say much more were it fitt to | 
commit the whole to writing. 

The Proprietor deserves nothing but well of the Go- 
vernour, why then should he be loaded with further 
trouble by him? 

The Council have generally been very faithful to the 
Governor as well as to the Proprietor, and can have no 
private interest in those points to pursue. Why then 
on such important occasions, should all avenues be 
wholly shut up to thcir advice? or how could the Go- 
vernor suffer by it should they be consulted in filling 
up every Commission as formerly has been usual? 

For my own part I shall willingly Retire and resign up 
every Trust, Yet have here thought myself obliged to 
give the Reasons why I think I ought at this time te 
speak, as also why the Proprietors unhappy affairs 
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should now be spoken to—But if nothing but misfor- 
tunes and disappointments musi be his Lott, and these 
be drawn on him by those he depended on to serve 
him, He, as well as we, must submit to the Rigour of it! 
— W§th which shall conclude 


Thy well wishing frd. 
J. LOGAN. 


ADDRESS OF THE ASSEMBLY 


To the Proprietor complaining of the conduct of Gov. 
Gooxin, towards the Territories of the Three Lower 
Counties. 


(From the onrerwat in possession of Dr. Logan’s 
family.) 
May it please ye. Hone. 


Tho we had the Misfortune of receiving no answer to 
our address of October last, delivered by Mr. Clemt. 
Plumsted, nor of having by our present administration 
in any wise cause to signify now to ye. Hone. any 
amendment of the Greevances therein expressed, Yet 
We think it our Duty both in regard to ye. Hone. our 
Prope. and Governe. in Chief, and to those we repre- 
sent, as also of our Selves, To acquaint ye. Hone. 
which We hereby as Representatives of New Castle, 
Kent and Sussex doe, That as the Several Complaints, 
in our late Remonstrance Mentioned were in themselves 
Truth and ffact. So we have not by any means had the 
least abatement of those abuses, but instead thereof an 
addition, by being this present Assembly,not vouchsafed 
neither ye. presence of his hone. ye. Lieut. nor any 
person from him, but much contrary to our Inclination, 
oblidg’d to return to our Respective homes without 
being able to provide those wholesome Laws for the 
benefit and ease of those We represent which they might 
and did Justly expect from us. 

And tho his hone. our Licut. Governe. mett the As- 
sembly the last year, yet We are Sorry to tell Ye. 
Hone. it was only to continue his Slights, contemptuous 
usage, and il Langusge, utterly refusing any act of Go- 
vermt. in Conjunction with us. 

As Lenity, Moderation and Justice have ever been 
the greatest motives of Peopling and Settling this In- 
fant Country under ye. Goverment, So we amongst 
many others being upon these foundations Lere settled, 
humbly request that You will be pleased not to suffer 
those attributes for which your self are soe greatly con- 
spicuous, and to which your Govermt. hath ever ad- 
hear’d be to the sorrow and loss of these your Counties 


inverted. And we insted thereof rcap and finde an 
| administration of which these virtues are the least In- 


gredients. We fly to you 5r. as to a flather, and from 
you expect our Deliverance, and as we are perswaded 
that no such pressures (as in our last were mentioned) 
could either be well pleasing to you or beneficial to ye. 
People and Govermt. So in all humbleness, We intreat, 
that hy yr. Honrs. orders a suitable remedy may be pro- 
vided, for the ease, quiet and welfare of these ye. Coun- 
ties, and the honr. and the intrest of the flamily. 


Signed by the house. 
JASPER YEATES, Speaker. 


Samuel Berry 

John Coe 

Evan Jones 

Richard Richards, Senr. 
John ffrench 

James Robinson 

John Richardson 

James James 


Richard Finmen 
Berkely Codd 
Allexander Molosson 
Anderson Parker 
Nathl. Starr 

John Roades 

John Brinkloe 
James Steele 


New Castle, g 











18th 8dr. 
1716. 


[Directed] 


[for 
Honble. Wilkam Penn, Fsqve. 
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TO THE PROVIDENT SCCIETY FOR EM- 
PLOYMENT OF THLE POOR. 

The Board of Directors of this Institution in present- 
ing their fifth Annual Report to their benevolent con- 
stituents, have to state to them, that the means which 
they adopted fer the relief of poor women, during the 
past season, did not differ materially from those which 
had been employed for several previous seasons. They 
consisted in the purchasing of materials and employing 
poor women to make them into muslin shirts, at a mod- 
erate compensation for their labour. How far this kind of 
employment was desirable and beneficial to the class of 
poor people who partook of it, will be best understood 
by mentioning that the number of applicants during the 
season was 990, and that the number of shirts made 
was 18,831. Of these a great part has been shipped to 
Southern ports in the United States, for sale. Returns 
have been made for some parcels at satisfactory prices; 
but of others, although remittances lave been received 
on account of them, the accounts of sales have not come 
to hand, and the Board cannot ascertain with so much 
certainty as on former occasions, the amount of funds 
which will be at its command for future operations. It 
is believed, however, that the estimate made in the 
statement of the operations of the House, presented 
herewith, viz: five thousand six hundred dollars, may 
be relied on for this purpose. 


The Treasurer’s account is also presented herewith, 
from which it appears that the sum of $646 50 has been 
received during the past season, from subscribers, and 
that there is now a balance in his hands of $1836 70 in 
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On the Sth October, the Board elected Mrs. Mary 
Queen to the office of this Institution. She took pos- 
session of the House of Industry on the 17th November, 
and is now engaged in the duties thereof, with apparent 
prospect of success. 


By order of the Board of Directors. 
THOS. ASTLEY, Chairman. 
Aitested, 
Joun B. Exuison, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, January 13th, 1829. 


The Committee of accounts relating to the operation of the 
House of Industry, present the following report: 


The Balance of account with the Treasurer, 
on the 4th January, 1828, was - $10,555 23 
Since then there has been received 
from the Treasurer, for the pur- 
chase of matcrials, the payment of 
workpeople, matron, clerk, rent, 
and othér expenses of the House, 
& interest on money borrowed 10,078 73 
And there has been repaid to 
him— 
From goods sold, of which ac- 
counts have been 
received, $5,050 04 
And on account of oth- 
er goods, of which 
accounts of sales 
have not yet been 














cash, and $1615 in a note due the 4th February next, es ae - 
together $3451 70. ; 
money loaned 22 00 9,572 04 506 69 
Applicants for work for the approaching season have ; — — ~e 
been numerous, and the Board of Directors, desirous to . ; 
supply their wants, with as little delay as possible, have | Making the balance of receipts and pay- 
purchased a considerable quantity of muslin, which has | ™ents, with the Treasurer, from the be- 
been cut up into shirts, and p epared for delivery to the | _ S'"91"g < So ee - , 11,061 92 
work people; the new Board will no doubt fix an early | The total amount of subscription 
day for delivering the work out to them. the Society, eens - 
The board of directors have again pleasure in bearing = ee ye 
testimony to the faithful and correct behaviour of the | 1, the years 1824, 1825, 1826, 
work-people who have had employment from this In- 1827, as before reported 10.598 GO 
stitution. Of the large number of shirts delivered to be | 4.4 in the year 1828 "646 50 
made, there are very few missing, and the small defici- 7 F esd oe 
ency may doubtless be attributed to casualites arising 11.245 19 
from sickness or death. F 
The Asylum for lost children continues to be useful, | The expenses of the svouns ofindastey have been, 
in affording protection to infant wanderers, and the } In the years 1824, 1825, 1826,.1827, as be- 
means of speedily restoring them to their parents, or | _ fore reported . ; 5 4,423 484 
friends. And in the year 1828, - . 689 52 
To the friends and supporters of this institution it is | 5,113 004 
well known that there is a general want of employment Balance, 5,948 913 


for poor seamstresses at this season of the year; and 
the usefulness of this Society has principally been, from | 
the beginning, the affording of work which is readily | 
done, when a better kind could not be had from other | 
sources. The benefits thereof, although not large, are 
grateful, coming when most needed, ata time of pe- 
culiar stress, and often cheering to the minds of delicate 
females, because they have saved them from the humi- 
liating necessity of asking alms, while they were able 
to labour for their bread. 

The Board have to apprise the Society that Elizabeth 
Chapman, our late matron, who came into our service 
at the commencement of the Institution, left us in the 
month of September last, in order to take charge of 
another important trust, viz: the office of Matron in the 
House of Refuge. It is due to Mrs. Chapman to state, 
that from the beginning to the end of her connexion 
with this institution, she most faithfully and strictly per- 
formed the duties of her situation; and by her industry 
and good management, aided by those of her daughter, 
she greatly promoted the interests of the concerns un- 
der her care. 


| 
| 





$11,061 92 
For this Balance the Institution has— 


Cash and note, as per Treasurer’s account 3,451 70 
|Goods shipped for sale to Savannah, ac- 
count of sale not received, valued at 700 Q0 
Balance of goods shipped for sale to New- 
Orleans, accounts not received: may pro- 
duce in addition to the remittance receiv- 
ed on account 1,000 00 
Goods on hand, may produce 150 00 
Sundry small debts due to the Company, for 
goods sold 300 00 
$5,601 70 











Which is respectfully submitted, 


THOMAS ASTLEY, 
ANTHONY M. BUCKLEY, 2 a of 
JOHN R. NEFF, 

| Philadelphia, January 19th, 1829. 
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164 INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


DELIVERED BY 
GENERAL ANDREW JACKSON, 


On being sworn into office, as President of the United 
States, on the 4th of March, 1829. 


Fellow Citizens:—About to undertake the arduous 
duties that I have been appointed to perform, by the 
choice of a free people, I avail myself of this custom- 
ary and solemn occasion, to express the gratitude which 
their confidence inspires, and to acknowledge the ac- 
countability which my situation enjoins. While the 
magnitude of their interests convinces me that no 
thanks can be adequate to the honor they have con- 
ferred, it admonishes me that the best return I can 
make, is the zealous dedication of my humble abilities 
to their service and their good. 

As the instrument of the Federal Constitution, it will 
devolve on me, for a stated period, to execute the laws 
of the United States; to superintend their foreign and 
their confederate relations; to manage their revenue; 
to command their forces; and, by communications to 
the Legislature, to watch over and to promote their 
interests gencrally. And the principles of action by 
which I shall endeavour to accomplish this circle of 
duties, it is now proper for me briefly to explain. 

In administering the laws of Congress, | shall keep 
steadily in view the limitations as well as the extent of 
the executive power, trusting thereby to discharge the 
functions of my office, without transcending its author- 
ity. With foreign nations it will be my study to pre- 
serve peace, and to cultivate friendship, on fair and 
honourable terms; and in the adjustment of any dif- 
ferences that may exist or arise, to exhibit the forbear- 
ance becuming a powerful nation, rather than the sensi- 
bility belonging toa gallant people. 

In such measures as I may be called on to pursue in 
regard to the rights of the separate States, I hope to be 
animated by a proper respect for those sovereign mem- 
bers of eur Union; taking care not to confound the pow- 
ers they have reserved to themselves, with those they 
have granted to the confederacy. 

The management of the public revenue—that search- 
ing operation in all governments—is among the most 
delicate and important trusts in ours; and it will, of 
course, demand no inconsiderable share of my official 
solicitude. Under every aspect in which it can be con- 
sidered, it would appear that advantage must result 
from the observance ofa strict and faithful economy .— 
This I shall aim at the more anxiously, both because it 
will facilitate the extinguishment of the national debt— 
the unnecessary duration of which is incompatible with 
real independence—and because it will counteract that 
tendancy to public and private profligacy, which a pro- 
fuse expenditure of money by the Government, is but 
too apt to engender. Powerful auxiliaries to the at- 
tainment of this desirable end, are to be found in the 
regulations provided by the wisdom of Congress, for 
the specific appropriation of public money, and the 
prompt accountability of public oficers. 

With regard to a proper selection of the subjects of 
impost, with a view to revenue, it would seem to me 
that the spirit of equity, caution and compromise, in 
which the Constitution was founded, requires that the 
great interests of agriculture, commerce, and manu- 


factures, should be equally favoured; and that, the only | 


exception to this rule, should consist in the peculiar 
encouragement of any products of either af them, that 
may be found essential to our national independence. 

Internal improvement, and the diffusion of informa- 
tion, so far as they can be promoted by the eonstitu- 
tional acts of the Federal Government, are of high im- 
portance. 

Considering standing armies as dangerous to free 
governments, in time of peace, I shall not seek to en- 
jarge our present establishment, nor disrega d that sa- 
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that the military should be held subordinate to the ci- 
vil power. The gradual increase of our Navy, whose 
flag has displayed, in distant climes, our skill in navi- 
gation, and our fame in arms; the preservation of our 
forts, arsenals, and dockyards; and the introduction of 
progressive improvements in the discipline and science 
of both branches of our military service, are so plainly 
prescribed by prudence, that I should be excused for 
omitting their mention, sooner than for enlarging on 
their importance. But the bulwark of our defence is 
the national militia, which, in the present state of our 
intelligence and population, must render us invincible. 
As long as our government is administered fcr the good 
of the people, and is regulated by their will; as long 
as it secures to us the rights of person and of property, 
liberty of conscience, and of the press, it will be worth 
defending, and so long as it is worth defending, a patri- 
otic militia will cover it with an impenetrable egis.— 
Partial injuriés and occasional mortifications we may be 
subjected to, but a million of armed freemen possessed 
of the means of war, can never be conquered by a for- 
eign foe. To any just system, therefore, calculated to 
strengthen this natural safegard of the country, I shall 
cheerfully lend all the aid in my power. 

It will be my sincere and constant desire, to observe 
towards the Indian tribes within our limits, a just and 
liberal policy; and to give that humane and considerate 
attention to their rights and their wants, which are con- 
sistent with the habits of our government, and the feel- 
ings of our people. 

The recent demonstratien of puble sentiment in- 
scribes, on the list of executive duties, in characters 
too legible to be overlooked, the task of reform; which 
will require, particularly, the correction of those abu- 
ses that have brought the patronage of the Federal Go- 
vernment into conflict with the freedon of elections, 
and the counteraction of those causes which have dis- 
turbed the rightful course of appointment, and have 
placed or continuéd power in unfaithful or incompe- 
tent hands. 

In the performance of a task thus generally delinea- 
ted, I shall endeavour to select men whose diligence 
and talents will ensure, in their respective stations, able 
and faithful co-operation—depending, for the advance- 
ment of the public service, more on the integrity and 
zeal of the public officers, than on their numbers. 

A diffidence, perhaps too just, in my own qualifica- 
tions, will teach me to look with reverence to the exam- 

| ples of public virtue left by my illustrious predeces- 
sors, and with veneration to the lights that flow from 
the mind that founded, and the mind that reformed our 
|system. The same diffidence induces me to hope for 
| instruction and aid from the co-ordinate branches of the 
| government, and for the indulgence and support of my 
| fellow citizens generally. And a firm reliance on the 
goodness of that Power whose providence mercifully 
protected our national infancy, and has since upheld 
| our liberties in various vicissitudes, encourages me to 
offer up my ardent supplications thatHe will continue to 
, make our beloved country the object of his divine care 
_and gracious benediction. 





HON. MATTHIAS HOLLENBACK. 

The Hon. Matrraias Hoctiensack, whose death was 
announced in your paper of last week, was born of Ger- 
man parentage, in Hanover, upon the Swatara, then 
Lancaster, now Lebanon co. Pennsylyania. Here he 
was innured to all the sufferings and priyations incident 
to a frontier settlement at that early day. Possessed of 
a firm and vigorous constitution, and endued by nature 
with a strong, active and enterprising mind, at the age 
of seventeen, he joined the first adventurous party, who 
came to make a permanent settlement, under the au- 
therity of Connecticut, in the Valley of Wyoming.— 
This was in the autum of 1769. From this period the 
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history of his long and eventual life, is indentified with 
the history of this part of the country. 

In the controversy between Pennsylvania and Con- 
necticut, he actively and firmly adhered to the latter, 
under whose auspices he had embarked his youthful 
fortunes, and whose claims he regarded as paramount 
to every other, until the right of soil and the right of ju- 
risdiction to the country were decreed by a competent 
tribunal to be in the former. From that moment he 
yielded obedience to the constitution and laws of Penn- 
sylvania, and contributed allin his power to quiet the 
turbulent, and to recencile the disaffected to the legit- 
imate author'ties. 

The dispute between Pennsylvania and Connecticut, 
had assumed all the characteristics of a civil war, and 
notwithstanding the conciliatory recommendations and 
remonstrances of the continental congress; it was con- 
tinued during the revolutionary struggle. Whilst the 
poor and destitute settlers were suffering on the one 
side from the common enemies of the country, the Brit- 
ish, the savage Indians, and the worse than savage Tories, 
they were attacked on the other, and endured equal 
distress, by military parties under the authority of Penn- 
sy!vania. 

Thus surrounded with difficulties, and dangers, cal- 
culated to appal the stoutest heart, at a period too when 
many good, but timid, men, doubied, hesitated, and 
feared; young Hollenback, in want of every thing but 
personal courage and patriotic feeling, was approached 
by one of those agents of the mother country, whose 
bland and fascinating manners and duplicity of heart 
marked him out as a fit emissary for ‘‘treason, stratagem 
and spoil.”” On the one hand, the efforts making to 
free the country from British dominion, was represented 
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as entirely hopeless, and that upon failure, poverty, | 


shame and death, every where awaited the active par- 
tizan; on the other,by espousing the cause of the British 
king, money, office and honor would be immediately 
conferred, and a life of ease and independence secured. 
The youth stood firm. He was not to be allured from 
the path of duty. He had taken his resolution, staked 


his all upon the issue, and was willing to abide the 
result. 
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the valley. Every preparation was made in their pow- 
er to repel their invaders. About 350 men marched 
out tomeet the enemy. They were drawn into an am- 
buscade—The result is known —Wyoming was reduced 
to widowhood and orphanage. About 50 only escaped 
this disastrous battle, of whom the subject of this notice 
was one. 

Articles of capitulation, in which security and pro- 
tection of life and property were stipulated, were no 
sooner made than they were violated on the part of the 
faithless and blood-thirsty enemy. What property 
could not be carried away was burned and destroyed, 
and the remnant of the settlers were driven naked and 
houseless to the surrounding mountains. Lieutenant 
Hollenback, whose property was all destroyed, still 
clung to the valley and participated in all its sufferings 
until the conclusion of the war. 

Upon the settlement of the controversy between 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut, and upon the promulga- 
tion of the laws of Pennsylvania in the disputed territory 
of 1786, Mr. Hollenback was chosen and appointed one 
of the Justices of the Courts of Luzerne County; and 
upon the adoption of the Constitution, he was re-ap- 
pointed an associate Judge, which office he sustained 
with reputation till the time of his decease. He was 
honoured with the command of a regiment by his fel- 
low citizens—a military office, being almost the only one 
in Pennsylvania compatible with that of a Judge. 

In all the great political struggles which have agi- 
tated the country, Judge Hollenback was actively and 
firmly attached to the cause of the people. Inthe recent 
conflict, although most of those around him with whom 
he had been accustomed to act entertained different 
views, and although he was exceedingly enfeebled by 
disease, he procured himself to be carried to the poll, 
and there for the last time, exercised the right of suf- 
frage in favour of the distinguished individual who has 
succeeded to the presidency. He was firmly persuaded 
that the interests ef the country demanded this prefer- 
ence, and he acted accordingly. 

It is believed that he was not amember of any Chris- 


| tian church; but it is known that he reverenced the 


religion of the cross. Throughout his life he contri- 


In 1776 (perhaps the following year, ) two companies | buted liberally to the support of that communion and 


were raised in Wyoming, in one of which young Holl- 
enback was appointed a lieutenant. He wasactive and 
successful in filling up and preparing his company for 
aclive service, and, shortly after joined the army under 
General Washington in the State of N. Jersey. His 
merits were soon discovered and properly appreciated 


by the General, who frequently consulted him in relation | an ample fortune. 


| 
| 


its pastors to which he was conscientiously attached, 
and it is feared it will long feel the want of his support- 
ing hand. 

His life was a life of temperance, industry, and atten- 
tion to his business, the full fruits of which he enjoyed 
in almost uninterrupted health until his last illness, and 
From the incidents of his life the 


to the frontier settlements and the means of defending | young may draw useful lessons for the regulation of their 


them against the incursions of the enemy. 


He partici- | conduct, and from his death all may learn, that man is 


pated in all the sufferings of our half-fed and half cloth- mortal—That neither riches, nor honours, nor virtue, 


ed troops during the winter campaign in the state of 
New Jersey, and was on several occasions employed by 
the General in the execution of confidential agencies. 
Such was the patriotism and spirit of the Wyoming 
settlers, that, during the short period, when they were 
not immediately threatened with attacks from the ene- 
my, almost every efficient man among them joined the 
regular army and left their families without protection. 
This calm portended a storm. The defenceless state 
of the frontier invited aggression. The valley again 
began to suffer from the tomahawk, scalping knife, and 
fire brand; and early in 1778, it was discovered that a 
horde of British, Indians and Tories were collected upon 
the Susquehannah frontier, and preparing to pour down 
upon the valleyof Wyoming,and exterminate the defence 
less settlers. The officers from Wyoming, urged the 
General to send a force for its protection, or to permit 
the two companies drawn from this settlement to return, 
for the purpose of defending their aged and helpless 
parents, wives and children. But such was the situation 
of the army that no adequate force could be spared. — 
An intense anxiety was felt among the officers, some 
obtained furloughs, and some resigned, and returned to 


nor age, can form any shield against the fell destroyer. 
[Welkesbarre Dem. 





EDUCATION. 

We doubt whether any general system of education 
could be much more expensive to many of the counties 
of this commonwealth, than the system now in operation, 
miserable and defective as it is; and indeed taking the 
benefits into consideration, there is no doubt in our 
minds that the most effective, though actually requiring 
a perhaps greater expenditure of money, yet in the end 
would be found to be the cheapest. 

To enable our readers to form some idea upon this 
subject,we annex the cost of education of poor children 


only, in several of the counties of this state during the 
last year. 


Lancaster $6,564 724 | Washington $1,367 07 
Chester 4,125 56 | Adams 1,032 88 
Franklin 3,914 40 | Mifflin 821 81 
York 2,657 054 | Huntingdon 612 32 
Cumberland 2,623 97 | Allegheny 468 814 
Northampton 2,092 414 | Westmoreland 278 253 

Bedford 165 624 
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HARRISBURG LANCASTERIAN SCHOOL. | 


In the year ending January 4, 1829. The whole | 
number of children taught in the said school, was three | 
hundred and thirty. 

The number of children taught in the said school, | 
whose parents, guardians or friends, have defrayed or | 
agreed to defray, any part of the whole of the ex- 
pense of their tuition, was one hundred and fifty four. | 

The amount received for the tuition of children whose | 
parents, guardians or friends have defrayed the whole | 
or any part of their education, was fifty five dollars and | 
eight cents. 

The amonnt due for the tuition of children whose | 
parents, guardians or friends have agreed to pay the | 
the whole or any part of their education is two hundred | 
and fifty one dollars and twenty cents. 
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REPORT OF EDW. F. GAY, Ewerverr. 
To the Board of Canal Commissioners of the State of 
Pennsylvania, 


CANAL 


GENTLEMEN, 

Having completed the examinations of the ae} 
gheny, Monongahela, and Ohio rivers in conformity 
with instructions received from Joseph M‘Ilvain, Esq. 
{have the honour to submit the following reports on | 
each of the several routes, according to the order in | 
which they were named in those instructions. 

Ist. THE ALLEGHENY ROUTE, 

A detailed copy of the instructions which guided my | 
examinations in the route, are as follows: 

“To make the necessary examinations, surveys and | 
levels along the valley of the Allegheny river, from the 
mouth of French creek to the mouth of the Kiskemine- | 
tas, and to report upon the practicability and estimated 
cost of making a canal between the said points; also | 
upon the practicability and estimated cost of improving | 
the navigation of said river for steamboats, by dams and 
locks, between the said points. And also upon the 
practicability and estimated cost of improving, by dams 
and locks, the navigation of said river for common canal 
boats, between said points. And also, upon the prac- 
ticability and estimated cost of making a navigable com- | 
munication between the said points, partly by canal and | 
partly by dams and locks.” 

In compliance with these instructions, I shall proceed | 
to notice Ist, the practicability and estimated cost of | 
making a canal between said points. 

In traversing the section of the Allegheny river, now | 
in question, the eye of the engineer is presented with a | 
greater extent of more serious obstacles to the construc- | 
tion of acanal, than are usual along rivers ofa similar | 
size. High, precipitous hills project on either side, to 
the waters edge fora greater part of the whole distance, 
affording to the progress of a canal, an almost continued 
succession ofhigh embankments. These are frequently 
to be made in deep water, but more commonly at an 
irregular surface, composed of detached masscs of rock. 
Occasionally flats or bottom land afford some relief to 
the roughness of the route, but these are so trifling in 
extent, in comparison with the bluffs, that the whole 
line is rendered remarkably expensive, and unusually 
unfavourable. 

As the board have already been furnished with a mi- 
nute, andI may add correct description of the character 
of this valley for canalling, in the report of Judge Ged- | 
des of 1826, I deem it unnecessary to remark further on | 
this subject, and shall proceed to state that the present 
examinations were made with a view to a canal on the 
cast side of the river. Having had no particular instruc- | 
tions with reference to this subject, 1 selected this | 
side on the presumption, that as the examinations of | 
1826 were made on the west side, it would be more sa- 
tisfactory to the board, as well as to others interested, 
if the present one was made on the cast side. 

The only apparent obstacles of importance, which 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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present themselves to the construction of canal on this 
side, that do not appear to exist to an equal extent on 
the opposite, are the crossings of the Clarion, Redbank 
and Mahoning. These are all streams of considerable 
size and importance, and would be valuable as feeders, 
but that the inconsiderable quantity of fall, and the ex- 
cessive roughness of their banks in the vicinity of their 
mouths, precludes the possibility of their introduction 
into the level of a canal, without incurring serious ex- 
pense. 

The estimated line of canal commences about fifteen 
chains below the mouth of French creek, and its level 
was assumed at 20 feet above the river surface. That 
was done with a view to its crossing the Allegheny on 
an aqueduct, and its extension up the yalley of French 


creek, by which means it would receive its first supply 


of water from that stream. All further supplies, it is 
proposed to take from the river by three dams, the lo- 
cation of which are as follows: The 1st at Patterson’s 
falls on the thirtieth mile, the 2d at Early’s Ripple, 
sixty-third mile; and the 3d at Fort Run ripple, three 


| miles below Kittaning, being at the end of the eighty- 


first mile. The top line of this dam is planned ona 
level with the top-water line with the Kiskeminetas ca- 
nal. The localities of each of these dams are favourable 
as accumulating sufficient fall to place the canal 
almost immediately out of reach of freshets. Objec- 
tions may be raised to these dams as injuring the natural 
navigation of the river. This can only be remedied by 
the construction of river locks, or the adoption of the 
plan suggested by Judge Geddes, viz. the running a 
wall parallel to the shore, for the purpose of creating 
power, and the elevation of the water into the canal by 
machinery. 

Considering this an uncertain method of supplying a 
canal, constructed along a rocky valley like the Alle- 


gheny, where a very considerable quantity of water 


must necessarily be lost by filtration, I have estimated 
the line with a view to its supply by dams as above pro- 


| posed. 


By the present examinations, the distance from the 
mouth of French creek to the Kiskeminetas is 934 
miles, and the fallis 223 feet. That this result differs 
materially from the one of 1826, will readily be perceiv- 
ed; and | am aware that it will produce much excite- 
mentin the minds of the board, as well as of others in- 


| terested; an excitement, however, which I cannot other- 


wise relieve, than by assuring them, that great care was 
preserved in taking our measurements, both of distance 
And also, that the United States’ engineers, 
who were engaged on the Allegheny at the same time 
with ourselves, and who completed their examinations 
of the section of the river, on the same day, produced 
very nearly the same result that we did, the difference 
being less than one foot in fall, and one-fourth of a mile 
in distance. ‘This difference may easily have originated 
in a selection of the points of starting and terminating. 
Having made myselfacquainted with this fact, Ihave na 
hesitation in presenting to the board both the distance 
and fall as stated above with full confidence in their ac- 
curacy. 

The locks on the line have been dropped at such 
intcryals as to preserve the surface of the canal above 
the freshets. 

The estimates have been made for a canal 28 feet wide 
on the bottom, and the towing path 12 feet wide at the 
top. The river embankments to be supported by a 
wall of stone. Aqueducts with stone abutments and 
wooden superstructures. 

The only deviation proposed on the line, from the 
the common form of the canal, is immediately below 
the mouth of Crooked creek, (see map No. 18.) This 
stream enters into a narrow channel of the Allegheny, 
on the east side of an island; about three-fourths of a 
mile long, and a few rods below its head. It is here 
proposed to embank from the south end of Crooked 


| creck aqueduct to the island, and continue the towing 


path along on the side of it to the lower end, from 
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thence the direction is favourable for its return to the 
main shore. 

By enclosing the channel in the manner as above de- 
scribed, the junction of Crooked creek with the river 
will be formed above the island. The great width of 
the west channel at this place, renders this plan perfect- 
ly feasible, and besides the advantages of furnishing a 
fine basin orreservoir, it will save in cost $6,245. 

From the foot of lock No. 28 to the end of mile 81st, 
the canal is continued on a level tw its intersection with 
the Kiskeminetas canal, by which means, the feeder 
taken from the dam at Fort run, will be introduced into 
that canal. Notwithstanding the ground passed over 
on this section of the line is more favourable than any 
other fora canal, yet, owing to the fall in the river, the 
great elevation necessary to attain the level of the Kis- 
keminetas canal, renders the construction of such parts 


of the line as require embankment, very expensive. 


The fall from the mouth of French creek to the level 
of the Kiskeminetas canal, is 155 feet. ‘To this add 20 
feet for the assumed elevation of the aqueduct at French 
creck, and the fall on the present line will be 205 feet. 

The following summary will exhibit the cost of each 
mile, including excavation of earth and rock, embank- 
ment wall, grubbing, aqueducts, bridges, culverts, 
fencing, &c. calculated at prices varying according to 
the nature of the work and the facilities offered for 
doing it. 


























ESTIMATE. 

Miles. Dolls. Cts. \ Miles. Dolls. Cts. 
No. 1 20816 17 49 55220 10 
2 6385 10 50 26450 61 
3 25353 14 51 8362 15 
4 30501 oi 52 3971 20 
5 6464 3 53 24400 $7 
6 15032 45 54 22250 4 
7 19910 2 55 15776 20 
8 45820 63 | 56 3410 45 
9 34106 11 57 17060 $1 
10 15480 6 58 16116 10 
il 7908 15 | 59 33100 25 
12 19240 00 | 60 34150 6 
1s 20320 25 61 17024 15 
14 15016 70 62 26800 13 
15 34516 20 63 3521 50 
16 12180 «=5 64 17400 62 
17 10850 3 65 27910 12 
18 13750 65 66 12801 09 
19 37910 50 | 67 20010 37 
20 16320 25 68 63260 50 
21 10240 10 69 31720 15 
22 6651 12 70 3645 6 
23 21010 44 71 4250 44 
24 7192 15 72 21310 12 
25 13206 25 | 73 5$50 62 
26 24800 31 74 35632 00 
2 3601 11 75 50680 15 
28 10050 62 76 40320 25 
29 23560 20 77 21159 10 
50 12262 15 78 3875 18 
Sti 7924 10 79 4760 42 
32 14588 31 80 30745 08 
33 28204 50 81 5486 00 
34 6312 44 82 5850 15 
ai 5490 00 3 5756 25 
3 18250 62 84 12382 06 
3 107% = «6 85 36760 62 
3 8742 12 86 11551 14 
39 18580 25 87 30680 44 
40 49501 37 88 6225 00 
Al 25250 10 89 $2450 12 
42 10368 81 90 13880 50 
43 121380 15 91 Savi $3 
44 27945 10 2 43710 06 
45 10410 00 934 17080 15 
46 14030 25 sigs dtcertall cnc 
47 3950 61 1,735,546 06 

48 39510 37 | 
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PAGINATION INCORRECT 


197 


Add 205 feetlockage at $500 per foot 102,500 00 
Cost of 5 feeders - - 71,755 00 
1,909,581 06 

190,958 10 


$2,100,539 16 





Add 10 percent, - - 








Total cost, 











ALLEGHENY SLACK WATER. 

I now preceed to notice the practicability and esti- 
mated cost of improving the river by locks and dams for 
steamboats, between the mouth of French creek and 
Kiskeminetas. 

It is to this species of improvement, that this river is 
peculiarly adapted. Its banks are uniformly high, and 
the fall is generally accumulated at the ripples, between 
which the pools are still and deep. 

To locate dams therefore, at such places as would 
overcome the fall at the ripples without the necessity of 
excavating the river bed, has been the object of the 
present examinations. With this view, high dams have 
been located, as being the only effectual plan to make 
the improvement complete. 

Owing to the extensive gravel bars, formed in the vi- 
cinity of many of the ripples, the adoption of low dams, 
& consequent low levels, would renderextensive excava 
tions necessary below tke outlet locks. In order to attain 
asufficient depth of water, an item of serious expense, 
and in addition to the expense, the progress of steam- 
boats confined to these narrow channels, must at all 
times be hazardous. The advantages attending the 
construction of high dams as proposed, will be to avoid 
the above mentioned inconyeniences. To create a sa- 
ving of ten dams, and by extending the length of the 
pools, materially to facilitate the passage of steamboats. 

I am aware thata strong prejudice exists in the minds 
of many interested in this improvement against the 
adoption of high dams, for which two reasons are as- 
signed: 

Ist. That they will tend materially to injure the raft- 
ing interest which is of great importance to the river. 

2d. That a corresponding rise in the spring freshets 
will be produced equal to the full height of the dams, 
thereby doing much injury to private property. 

With regard to the first objection, I have no hesita- 
tion in declaring my belief, that after the dams are com- 
pleted, the water will never rise sufficiently high in 
freshets to admit lumber to pass over them in safety. 

The locks however, have been planned sufficiently 
large to allow rafts to pass through them. 

As a *great portion of the lumber comes down the 
tributaries of the Allegheny, the rapidity of their course 
will undoubtedly be checked on arriving at the pools 
formed by the dams, and their progress down the navi- 
gation be extremely slow. How far this inconvenience 
will compare with the advantages to be derived from an 
improvement of the river, is a question which I shall 
pass over without comment, as being a subject for dis- 
cussion to be decided by the wisdom of the legislature, 
and proceed to the second objection, by observing that 
the impression received in relation to an increased rise 
in the water in freshets, caused by the dams, is altogeth- 
er erroneous, and generally originates with those who 
have paid little or no attention to the subject. So far 
from anincrease in the ordinary rise, it is on the other 
hand considerably diminished. On the Schuylkill river, 
where this species of improvement has been adopted to 
a considerable extent, and where the height of dams va- 
ry from 7 to 27 feet, I have ascertained both from obser- 
vation and inquiry, that no complaints are heard res- 
pecting this imaginary inconvenience. But the better 
to substantiate my own opinion with regard to this sub- 
ject, I would, with pleasure, refer the board to the in- 
stance of the Conestoga navigation. 

Previous to the improvement of that stream, high wa- 
ter marks were seen along its banks, from ten totwelve 
' feet above the surface of common low water. This was 
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said by allto be the usual height of the freshes, and | below Kittanning, it is proposed to construct eighteen 
from this fact the possibility of constructing permanent | dams, and twenty-eight locks. Dam No. 1, to be loca- 
dams on the stream was doubted by many. ‘The dams, | ted at Becks’s ripple two and ahalf miles below French 
however were built, varying in height from 10 to 14 feet | creek, and its top of sufficient elevation to flow three 
above the bed of the stream, and in no instance, since | feet of water on the present surface of that stream at its 
their construction, has a rise of the freshet on the pools | mouth. This was necessary, in order to give four feet 
exceeded three feet, whereas on the unimproved parts | depth ef water at that place; and by ita safe and conve- 
of the river, the same complaints are heard of its rise as | nient harbour is formed, which will materially facilitate 


formerly. : an extension of the improvement, should it hereafter be- 
The extraordinary difference is easily accounted for, | come necessary. 


by its increased surface on the poolsand its unobstruct-| Below this place the dams have all been located at 
ed discharge over the dams. Mills are in operation at | such points as the banks, bed of the river, and desired 
several of fhe dams, and the sheeting for the water | fall, rendered favorable. Wherever the height of the 
wheels is placed but four inches above the surface of | dams require two locks, pounds have been planned be- 
the lower level. These have been so little affected by | tween them. The length of these pounds vary from 
freshes, that their progress has not been interrupted for | three to fifteen chains, according to the difficulties to be 
a single day. encountered in obtaining a favouratle position for the 
Previous to the present improvement, the mills were | outer lock. In two instances canals are proposed, viz: 
supplied with water by low dams, the sheeting com- | one at Patterson’s falls, thirty chains long; and the oth- 
monly from one to two feet higher than the surface be- | er at Early’s ripple, forty chains long. Each of these 
low the mills, and while in this situation the owners | canals are calculated to save a dam, as there is a consid- 
have assured me, that in almost every freshet the opera- | erable fall in the river at their respective localities;— 
tions of the mills were necessarily suspended. Another | both the pounds and canals to be sixty feet wide. 
important fact relating to this navigation, is that the At dam No. 18; (marked No. 19 on the map, and be- 
current on the pools during a high freshet, in time of | ing the same proposed as a feeder dam for the canal 
breaking up of the ice, was found not to exceed 1} | line) it is proposed that the slackwater improvement for 
miles per hour. steamboats should terminate, and a connection be form- 
That interesting improvement isnow completed, and | ed with the Kiskeminetas line, by a canal. 
although cheap and simple in its construction, yet no Two important advantages would result from this 
fears are entertained of its permaneney. Valuable wa- | plan: 
ter power is created at all the dams, and every species First, a saving of lockage would be effected, as fol- 
of craft that floats upon the Susquehanna, has new atall | lows:Fall from dam No-18 to the mouth of Kiskeminetas, 
times, easy and safe access to the city of Lancaster.— | 41 feet; lockage from the Kiskeminetas canal down in- 
‘These, together with the trade incidental to a rich and | to the pool, 30 feet; total, 71 feet. 
populous country, will doubtless render it a profitable | Second, The Allegheny would be introduced as a 
investment to its enterprising proprietors. | permanent feeder into the canal south of the aqueduct, 
The above remarks have been elicited in the hope of | as suggested in my remark, per canal report. 
The foot of the slackwater improvement and conse- 
quent commencement of the canal was at first contem- 


dispelling the doubts and prejudices that exist with re- | 
gard to the adoption of high dams, and all fears as to 


any additional rise of the water by freshes, equal to the | plated at Kittanning, but the expense of constructing the 


height of the dams. | canal past the steep slip hill below that town was con- 
The construction of dams along the Allegheny will | sidered a sufficient inducement for the altcration, as by 
necessarily be attended with considerable hazard and | the present location the canal is not only placed out of 


consequent expense. This will be chiefly owing to the | reach of the floods immediately, but also on favourable 
depth and velocity of the current in the channels, where | ground. 


it was found necessary to locate the dams; andto the | The only mill now in operation on the line surveyed, 


sudden rise of the river, it being easily affected by | is at Catfish falls. This mill by the present plan will be 
showers. An evidence of this fact was afforded us | destroyed. And it is believed that it cannot be saved 


while engaged on the river, by the rise of four feet in a | without enhancing the cost of the work beyond the val- 


single night; and this the result ofa few passing showers | ue of the mill. The removal of 2 bar will also be ne- 
the day previous. Such an occurrence during the pro- | cessary at these falls in order to afford 4 feet depth of 
gress of the work, would unless due precautions were | water, but its situation is such that it can easily be re- 
taken, be productive of serious consequences. ‘These | moved. 
are difficulties however which can be overcome, so far The estimates have been made for crib dams, to be 
as human foresight and power is applicable, by the sc- | built of oak or pine, and to be filled with stone. Accor- 
lection of prudent and energetic men as contractors, | rect plan of the dam, together with the necessary de- 
who, by proceeding cautiously, and at the same time ex- | scriptions will be seen by a reference to map No. 22; in 
peditiously would, unless in some extraordinary case, | the atlas. ; 
complete the whole work safely and permanently. The locks are estimated to be 120 by 26 feet in the 
A remarkable peculiarity in the character of this river | chamber, and to be built of stone. These dimensions 
is, that notwithstanding its banks are lined with rocks | were assumed as being adapted to the size of the low 
for a great portion of its length, yet in not a single in-} water steam boats now in use on the Ohio. It is calcu- 
stance can arock bottom be obtained for the foundation | lated that these boats will carry 60 tons of freight, draw- 
of a dam, and in but very few instances for the locks. | ing 5 feet water, and travel with two canal boats in tow, 
Vhe dams will in all cases stand upon a bed of coarse | each carrying forty tons, at the rate of 5 miles per hour, 
gravel, and the locks commonly upon the same mate- | or average including lockage 4 miles per hour, With 
rial. | this view of the subject, locks of this size were deemed 
As the instructions given me in reference to the ex- | best adapted both to the economy and capacity of the 
aminations and estimates for slackwater along this val-| improvement. The cost of the dams and locks have 
ley, imply three distinct improvements: the following | been estimated with particular reference to the difficul- 
descriptions and the succeeding estimate will represent | ties which are to be encountered in their construction. 
the plan which is considered best adapted to the river, | The following table will show the number, height, 
under existing circumstances, and will more properly | length and location of each of the dams; the numberand 
embrace the terms, as stated in these instructions, an | lift of each of the locks, their total fall from French 
improvement partly by canal and partly by locks and! creek; the length of the pools, the length and cost of 


dams. | each of the pounds, &c. height of dams calculated from 
From French crcek to Fort Run ripple, three miles | bed offiver. Cost including wing wall. 








1829. | 














\Height of dams, calculated from bed of river. 





Total ; length 
Dams.| Locks. i of! lock- of ILocalities of the dams and locks .| of the 


locks.| age. }pounds) 
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Cost including wing-walls. 
length | Height) length} 1 
of | Cost of | Cost of 
dams, | dams, |pounds. 


of 
pools. | dams. | 


























No. | Feet. | Feet. Chains. Names. m.&ch.| Fee . | Feet. | Dollars. | Dollars. 
No. 1| 1 & 2 |64each} 13 3 |Beck’s ripple and island. 2.40 | 14 850 23,550 822) 
2° 3 18 21 Six mile run rippte. 3.28 | 12 | 600 | 16,225 | 
38} 4&5 16 each} 33 3 |Foot of Sandy islands. 2.65 13. | 650 | 17,550 812 
4°6&7 16 45 9 |Charley’s oven ripple. 4.67 | 11 845 | 20,250 2,439 
5| 8 & 9 |64 58 44 |Ripple No 18, 4m. above Falling} 5.07 14 695 | 19,465 1,221 
6} 10 |8 66 Montgomery falls. [spring.| 4.44 | 13 660 | 18,480 
7; i {8 74 Near Stoover’s ferry. 2.36 12 690 | 16,250 
812 & 13\63each| 87 30 |Patterson’s falls. 3.60 | 13 858 | 22,882; 3,240 
9| 14 {8 95 Foot of Nicholson’s eddy. 2.34 12 690 | 13,550 
10)\15 & 1616 each; 107 8 (Spruce run ripple. 3.50 | 12 655 | 15,036 | 2,192 
th. 2 * Be 115 10 |Lawrenceburg ferry. 4.24 11 860 | 18,320 1,255 
12)18 & 19/}64each) 128 6 |Rattlesnake ripple. 2.74} 14 | 665 | 17,624) 1,525 
13/20 & 2116 140 15 |Armstrong’s ripple, 6.46 | 14 | 725 | 20,152 | 2,450 
14/22 & 23/6 152 3 |Ripple No. 38, 2 ms. above Red-} 7.21 | 13 {| 730 | 18,990 812 
15\24 & 25/64 165 40 |Farly’s ripple. {bank.} 4.21} 14 | 875 | 23,846} 6,950 
1626 & 27/6 177 5 |Mahoning ripple. 6.16 | 13 | 760} 18,760} 1,150 
17' 28 18 185 3 ‘Near mouth of Pine creek. 448} il 920 | 20,080 755 
7.60 ' 18 800 | 25,025 


18 This dam is mark’dNo19 on map Fort-run ripple. 





346,035 | 25,62 





Cost of the dams, 
Pounds and canals, 
Removal of rocks and gravel bars below the 


$346,035 
25,623 








locks, 5,275 

Cost of 12} miles of canal from Fort-run to 
Kiskeminetas, 219,697 
Guard lock at the head of canal, 2,050 
185 feet of lockage at $1,300 per foot lift, 240,500 
839,180 
Add ten per cent. 83,918 
Total cost, 923,098 


Having thus shown the cost of an improvement which, 
from its saving of dams and the advantages offered for 
its connection with the Kiskeminetas canal, seems at 
present best adapted to the river; it remains for me 
to exhibit the cost of an improvement for steam boats 
between said points by locks and dams without canals, 
and also an improvement for common canal boats by 
locks and dams. : 

By the first plan, the canal at Patterson’s falls will be 
dispensed with, and a dam at the head of Nicholson’s 
eddy 765 feet long and 11 feet high will be substituted 
in itsstead. Also a dam at Dickinson’s falls 685 feet 
long and 12 feet high, in lieu of the canal at Early’s rip- 
ple. By this last alteration the height of the dam at Ma- 
honing will be lessened 2 feet. 

Dam No. 18, near Kittanning (as marked on the map) 
930 feet long and 13 feet high will be required. Dam 
No, 19 will be 12 feet high instead of 18, as represent- 
ed in preceding table; and dams No. 20, 990 feet long 
and12 feet high. No. 21, 858 feet long and 13 feet 
high. No. 22, 810 feet long and 11 feet high; all of 
which are marked on the map, will be necessary to 
make the required navigation between said points. 

Pounds between the locks are estimated in this plan 
as being necessary to any improvement of the river, un- 
less by low dams. 

The number, localities and cost of the dams for an en- 
tire steam boat navigation will stand as follows: 


Dam No. ities. Cost. 
1 _— Beck’s Ripple, $23550 
2 Six mile run 16225 
3 Foot of sandy islands 17550 
4  Charley’s Oven ripple 20,250 
5 Ripple No. 18, 4 mile above the 
Falling spring 19,485 
6 Montgomery’s falls 18,480 
7 __ Near Stoover’s ferry 16,250 
Vou. III 22 





8 Patterson’s falls 22,882 
A dam at the head of Nicholson’s ed- 

dy,(not marked on the map) 16,740 
8 Foot of Nicholson’s eddy 13,550 
10 Spruce run ripple 15,056 
11 Lawrenceberg ferry 18,320 
12 Rattlesnake ripple 17624 
13 Armstrong’s ripple 20152 
14 Ripple No. 38, 2 miles above Redbank 18990 
15 Early’s ripple 23846 
Dam at Dixon’s falls, not No.onmap 15645 
16 Mahoning ripple 16760 
17 Pine creek ripple 20080 
18 Near Kittanning 21740 
19 Fort run ripple 17815 
20 Nicholson’s Falls 22830 
21 At Island near Darrickman’s run 24955 
22 Near Aqueduct 19760 
458,495 

To connect this dam with the still water 

below the mouth of Kiskeminetas, 15 
chains of canal will be required Cost 3965 
Add the cost of necessary pounds 14233 
223 feet of lockage at $1300 per foot 289900 


Excavation and removal of rocks below the locks 9356 
30 feet lockage from the Kiskeminetas canal 
18000 


into the pool 
793,949 
79,394 
873,343 


Add 10 per centum 





Total cost 


By an improvement for common canal boats, the 
locks will be confined to one side of the river, which 
will render the removal of gravel bars a subject of fre- 
quent recurrence. 

The towing path will require a protection wall for the 
whole distance. The estimates have been made for a 
towing path inclusive of river excavation, and averaged 
per mile. The localities of the dams will be the same 
as in the preceding plan. The locks will be 90 by 15 
feet in the chamber. The cost of these locks will be 


enhanced beyond the cost of locks on a canal line, by 
the great difference in the height of the walls and the 
difficulties attendant on preparing their foundations. 

The construction ofa towing path will necessarily be 
very expensive, from the vast amount of wall required, 
and the dangerous slip hills to be encountered. 
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The cost of this improvement will stand as follows: | 
Estimate of 24 dams as preceding $458,495 00. 
Towing path and excavation at $9000 per 
mile 839,250 00 | 
Lock pounds 14,233 00 
223 feet of $1000 per foot 223,000 00 | 
Lockage from Kiskeminetas canal into pool 18,000 00 | 








1,552,978 00 


Add ten per cent. 155,297 80 | 








Total cost $1,708,275 80 | 


the entire improvement by lock and dams is the cheap- 
est. This plan, however, is very objectionable, as all | 
boats destined from the canal to French creek, must | 
necessarily encounter 71 feet additional lockage, as 
heretofore mentioned; and besides this inconvenience 
no water will be introduced into the canal from the Al- 
legheny asa feeder. 


By the preceding estimate it will be observed, that | 





EDW. F. GAY, Engineer. 
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REPLY 


To a Committee appointed at a Meeting of the citizens of | 
Philadelphia, to Report in regard to the termination of 
the Pennsylvania Railway. 


GrentLemeN: Having been requested by two of your | 
number, to communicate to the *¢bmmittee such informa- 
tion as I deem important to a correct understanding of 
the subject, 1 have determined, in the first place, to | 
present a brief history of the several surveys and exami- | 
nations for the Pennsylvania Railway, which bear upon 
the question of crossing the Schuylkill, or of its termina- 
tion in and near the city of Philadelphia. In the course | 
of this history all the important facts which occur to me, | 
will be stated in as concise a manner, and as free from | 
the embarrassment of technical terms, as possible: I 
shall then offer for the consideration of the committee | 
a few plain inferences as they present themselves | 
to my mind. 

1 am aware that such a plan cannot be executed with- | 
out a considerable draft on the patience of the commit- | 
tee; but I am also convinced that many facts having a | 
direct and necessary influence on the decision of the | 
question, are not generally understood. I believe fur- 





} 
| 





ther, that such a statement calmly and temperately | 
made, may greatly relieve the anxiety of the public, 
by showing that their interests have not been neglected, 
and that the rcal questions at issue, are far less momen- | 
tous than has generally been supposed. 

The first survey for a Rail Road between the Susque- 
hanna and Philadelphia, was made late in the season of | 
1827, and was in every respecta hurried one. ‘The in- 
structions given to the Engineer required him to follow | 
the most direct route to the city, and it was then taken | 
for granted that he must reach the Schuylkill at some 
point opposite the city. ‘This survey advanced without 
any material occurrence to a point near the five mile 
stone on the Lancaster Turnpike. At this point, while 
pushing his line as directly as possible for the Perma- 
nent Bridge, the Engineer found himself involved in 
difficulties which seemed to be insuperable. He made 
report tome immediately, that the route which he had 
so far adopted, could not be extended to the Permanent 
Bridge, and that from the appearance of the ground, he 
had no choice but to diverge towards Gray’s Ferry, or 
to strike the Schuylkill near the residence of Judge Pe- 
ters. He informed me at the same time that an inspec- | 
tion of the profile of the line, at an important point 
near the Spread Eagle Tavern, 13 miles from the city, 
had induced him to doubt the correctness of the loca- 
tion, and to hope that some change might place the 


[Manca 


a 


railway in a more favourable position fer reaching the 


neighbourhood of the Permanent Bridge. 

The season was now far advanced, and very few days 
remained to the meeting of the Canal Commissioners, 
when a report from the Engineer would be expected. — 
As therefore the time necessary for a re-examination at 
the Spread Eagle, or even for a proper survey between 
the five mile stone and the city could not be spared, it 
seemed improper to agitate the public mind by raising 
a question upon the termination of the road, while im- 
portant facts remained to be investigated. The Engi- 
neer was accordingly directed to stop his location at the 


| five mile stone, and thence to take such levels only as 


would settle the practicability of reaching the city by 
some route or other. His report to the Canal Commis- 
sioners, and the subsequent report of that body to the 
Legislature were in conformity with these instructions. 
They designated a line to a given point on the Lancas- 
ter turnpike, and stated the practicability of reaching 
the city from that point, but expressed no opinion upou 
the course it should afterwards take, or upon its point 
of contact with the city. 

In April 1828, an act of the Legislature authorizing 
the commencement of the Pennsylvania Railway pass- 
ed, and it became my duty to direct the measures pre- 
paratory to its construction. From the rapid manner 
in which the last year’s survey had been made, I enter- 
tained no doubt that improvements of great importance 
to the value and convenience of the line could be made, 
and the Engineer himself was anxious to re-examine the 


| whole, before hazarding his reputation upon the result. 


Instructions to this effect were accordingly given, in- 
cluding a particular request, that every route which 
promised to reach the Schuylkill at a point nearer the 
city than that of the preceding season, might be accu- 
rately investigated. The results so far as material for the 
present purpose are as follows: 

The Rail Road line reaches the dividing ground be- 
tween the Susquehanna and the Delaware, at the Gap 
of Mine Ridge, and thence gradually descending along 
the side slope of the hill, until it passes the West Branch 
of Brandywine at Coatesville, and attains the level of the 
great Chester Valley. Thence to Downingtown, 
(where it crosses the main branch of Brandywine) it 


pursues the general course of the valley and of the Lan- 


caster Turnpike. From Downingtown the natural 
shape of the country would indicate a route through the 
valley to the Schuylkill, near Valley Forge, and 


_down that river to Philadelphia. Its circuitous eharac- 
ter, is, however, a decided objection, independent of 


many local difficulties which it presents. The peculiar 
form of the country suggested another plan, which at 
first seemed plausible. The great valley of Chester 
county ascends in a direction towards the Schuylkill, to 


/apoint near the White Horse Tavern, 23 miles from 


Philadelphia, on the Morgantown road, where the wa- 
ters of Schuylkill and Brandywine divide, and the valley 


_ of course falls off towards the Schuylkill. It was hoped 


that by ascending with the natural inclination of the val- 
ley to that summit, a sufficient elevation might be at- 
tained to clear the hill on its southern side, and either 
reach the Lancaster turnpike, near the Spread Eagle, 
or pass into one of the slopes leading into the Schuylkill, 
between Norristown and Philadelphia. Upon the for- 
mer of these plans, the survey of 1827 had been con- 
ducted; but the Engineer was not yet satisfied with its 
practicability. He therefore devoted much time to its 
examination, and became fully convinced that the loca- 
tion of 1827 was clearly erroneous, and that a mistake 
in the report of an Assistant Engineer, who had been 
entrusted to make some lateral surveys, had misled him 
to regard as easy, what was really impracticable. A 
subsequent attempt te gain the slopes leading into the 
Schuylkill was equally unsuccessful. No choice now 
remained but to abandon his location for many miles, and 
returning to a convenient point in the Chester valley, 


to ascend gradually to its southern slope till he attained 
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the elevation necessary toclear it. In the distance between 
Downingtown and the Warren tavern, this object is ac- 
complished by regular graduation. At the latter point 
the Lancaster Turnpike suddenly breaks from the val- 
ley with a bold acclivity, and is then placed in contact 
with the Rail Road line. 

To the position at the Warren I must beg to invite 
your particular attention; because it furnishes the key 
to the rest of the location, Its elevation above tide wa- | 
ter is about 560 feet, and it stands on the high ground, | 
which every where interposes between the Chester 
Valley and Philadelphia; and which, therefore, no line 
of rail way can avoid. At the same point, a broad spur | 
of nearly equal elevation leaves the Valley Hill, passes | 
by the Spread Eagle and Buck taverns, and ends upon | 
the Schuylkill, at Judge Peters’. ‘Thisspur, which has | 
rather the character of high table land than of a ridge, 
is in its whole length, the dividing ground between the | 
head waters of Cobb’s, Darby, and Crum Creeks, which | 
run south-eastwardly, to the Delaware, far below Phila- 
delphia, and certain branches of the Schuylkill, which 
run north-eastwardly, and enter far above the city. A 
jine, therefore, from the Warren, or from any point be- 
tween it andthe Buck, pursuing the natural slope of 
the country, in either direction, would find its way 
towards Chester, or to Norristown. ‘To avoid such a/' 
consequence, the dividing ground must be maintained 
by the rail way from the Warren to the Buck. The 
same reason has governed the location of the turnpike 
between those points, and has induced (as an inspec- 
tion of the map will show) a considerable departure 
from the straight line to Philadelphia. To slight occa- 
sional deviations from the dividing ground, in order to 
save distance, we must attribute all its .important 
undulations between the Warren and the Buck; and 





the frequency with which, in that distance, it crosses 
the rail road line. In the neighbourhood of the Buck, 
the turnpike, in order to reach the permanent bridge, 
is compelled to leaye the dividing ground, even at the 
disadvantage of encountering great inequalities of sur- 
face. This the rail road cannot do with equal impuni- 
ty, and consequently, the Engineer has kept the same 
eminence, until it naturally led him to Schuylkill, at 
Judge Peters’. In this single peculiarity attending the | 
formation of the country, is contained the whole secret | 
of Major Wilson’s location. If he had attempted to! 
turn off at the Buck, and follow the route of the turn- | 
pike to the bridge, he must have crossed all the ravines | 
leading into Cobb’s Creek, at an elevation always ex- | 
pensive, and often hazardous, or he must have cut 
down a summit between every twoofthem. He would 
not have proceeded more than three miles, before the 
sudden fall of the ground towards Schuylkill would | 
have rendered it impracticable to graduate the road, 
and obliged him to descend by a stationary engine to 
about the level upon which Hamilton Village is situated, 
from which stationary power would be necessary to 
reach the Schuylkill. All who have travelled the Lan- 
caster turnpike are aware that, after crossing the Per- 
manent Bridge, an ascent is suddenly made to the ta- 
ble land of Hamilton Village; and that thence, the ele- 
vation is nearly uniform for about three miles, when the | 
ground suddenly rises to the height near the Buck ta- | 
vern. This feature in the formation of the country 
—the fact that it exhibits no continued slope towards | 
the Schuylkill, but rises suddenly by benches or tables, | 
renders it impracticable to overcome the descent by re- 
gular graduation, and requires the use of stationary 
power. The position at Judge Peters’ has this advan- 
tage :—that there, the same ridge which is found at the 
Warren reaches the Schuylkill; and there, of course, 
the whole descent is accumulated at a single point. 
Having thus carried the line to the margin of the 
Schuylkill, and given the results of the examinations 
made by the Engineer, I proceed to explain what those 
examinations were. When the Engineer reported to 
me that he had extricated himself from the Chester 





Valicy at the Warren, there seemed reason to hope 
that some route might be found which would give 
greater facilities for reaching the Schuylkill, in front of 
the city, than had occurred upon the former survey. 
The Engineer was therefore instructed to pursue the 
most direct line, to the Permanent Bridge, which the 
nature of the ground would permit, and to note every 
point at which there appeared to be a chance, in case 
the direct course failed, to attain the same object by 
making a circuit. This was done as far as the Buck 
tavern without any departure of consequence from the 
line of the turnpike. But it became obvious that the 
railway must diverge to the left, and pursue a course 
corresponding more nearly with that of the old Lancas- 
ter road. He returned immediately to his position at 
the Spread Eagle, and endeavoured to pass off in a 
more southwardly direction, along a spur of the divi- 
ding ridge, which he hoped would conduct him to the 
high ground near Haddington. It was found, however, 
that an impassable chasm intervened, and the route was 
accordingly abandoned, At the Buck, a similar attempt 
to pass to the southward proved equally fruitless. 

These facts having been communicated to me, I re- 
quested the Engineer, before fix-ng his choice, to make 
a complete reconnoisance of the whole country between 
the Spread Eagle and Philadelphia; extending his ex- 
amination to the Schuylkill on one side, and to Cobb‘s 
creek on the other. “After spending several days in 
this manner, he was unable to discover any route which 
could furnish greater facilities for reaching the Perma- 
nent Bridge, than his position near the Buck, and he re- 
ported accordingly. He was then instructed to follow 
the best route which offered, from the Buck to the 
Schuylkill, and returning afterwards to the point at 
which such a line began materially to depart from the 
course of the turnpike; to carry a level to the Perma- 
nent Bridge, and one also to the Schuylkill, at Gray’s 
ferry. This point of departure was found to be near 
the five mile stone on the Lancaster turnpike, corres- 
ponding with the seven mile stone on the old road, and 
from it levels were taken to the Permanent Bridge, and 
to Gray’s ferry. From an intermediate point between 
the five mile stone and Judge Peters’, another line was 


| explored to the Upper Ferry bridge. The report of 


the Engineer after these examinations, was perfectly 
conclusive, namely: That an eligible line could be car- 
ried to the verge of the Schuylkill, near Judge Peters’, 
there let down to any level required by a single stationa- 
ry engine, and crossed by a bridge, so as to reach the 
line of the old Union Canal: that any line to the Per-- 
manent Bridge, to the Upper Ferry Bridge, or to Gray’s 
Ferry, would require two stationary engines, at a dis- 
tance of three miles apart, would pass over ground un- 
dulating in its surface, and independent of the inclined 
planes, far more expensive. And lastly, that the dis- 
tance from the five mile stone, by the railway, crossing 
at Judge Peters’ to Broad street, would be rather less 
than by the turnpike and Permanent Bridge, to the 
same point. 

Convinced by these reasons, I then requested him to 
examine the west side of Schuylkill, below Judge Pe- 
ters’, in order to ascertain whether the line might not 
advantageously be carried, for a part of a distance, on 
that side before it cressed. This was done down to the 
residence of Mr. Breck, and far enough to ascertain that 
while no preferable position for a bridge could be had, 
every yard of descent on the western side would greatly 
enhance the cost of the line. A bridge was then loca- 
ted at Judge Peters’, and a route traced along the old 
Union Canal, till it reached a position back of Fair 
Mount. In answer to a question from the Engineer, 
where he should end, I directed him to select a line 
which would best accommodate the mass of our citi- 
zens, and yet preserve the means of commnnication by 
branches, both with the Schuylkill! and Delaware. 
When afterwards he reported, that he deemed it inex- 
pedient to descend below the level of Broad street; and 





172 


A es — 


that the line of the canal, to its intersection, with that | 
street, afforded the most favourable line he was in- | 
structed to turn into Broad street, and stop for the pre- | 
sent at the line of the city. 

This course, it must be observed, had reference to | 
the practicability of branch lines, to various parts of the | 
city but not to their precise location. The season was 
then so far advanced, that the Engineer without neg- 
lecting more imperative dutics, would not have been | 
able to attend to the location of branch lines, and no ex- | 
pression of public sentiment in regard to the accommo- 
dations desired had then taken place. In order to elicit 
such an expression, the corporations ofthe city & the dis- 
tricts adjoining, were apprised of the course which the 
Enginecr had pursued, were invited to confer with him 
by committees, and were informed that at a meeting of | 
the Canal Commissioners on the 5th of December, a de- 
cision would take place on the report of the Engineer, 
and an opportunity be afforded for any suggestions they 
might be pleased to make. 

In this situation matters remained until the meeting of 
the Canal Commissioners in December, when a report 
was received fromthe Engineer. No particular commu- 
nications were made by the corporations of the city or 
adjoining districts, the members of the Legislature from 
the city and county, with a single exception, had noth- 
ing to offer in opposition to the plan, and the board had 
every reason to believe either that the location was gen- 
erally approved,or else that extraordinary apathy prevail- 
ed inregardtoit. The gentleman alluded to appeared 
before the board and urged the importance of so loca- 
ting the main line, or so adjusting its branches as to en- 
sure a communication with the marine trade of the | 
Schuylkill. In this general principle, the board acqui- 
esced, and this with other important considerations en- | 
tered into their decision. 

It was perfectly clear that in approaching the city, the | 
interests upon the Schuylkill and Delaware fronts, and | 
of the intervening population: also, must be consulted; | 
and that no location ofa main line which accommodated 
one to the exclusion of others could be admitted. The 
board then believed, and all subsequent inquiry has con- 
firmed the opinion, that the line surveyed by Major Wil- 


They well understood that branches from the main 
trunk in various directions would be required to diffuse 
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of the Schuylkill, and a wish to accommodate a section 
on its western shore, induced them also to suppose that 
a branch from the inclined plane near Judge Peters’ on 
the western side to a point below the Permanent Bridge, 
would be an object worthy the expenditure it might oc- 
casion. To this line, as it interfered with no strects 
and passed through no property of very great value, the 
difficulties felt in regard to branches did not apply; 
and the board, therefore, said in their report to the Le- 
gislature, that if they had authority under existing laws, 
they would have included such a branch in their ar- 
rangements for the railway. 

By these views of the subject I understood the board 
to be governed, when they passed a resolution locating 
the line from the borough of Columbia, to the corner of 
Broad and Vine streets in the city of Philadelphia, and 
a subsequent resolution, directing that twenty miles 
westward, from the foot of the inclined plane at Judge 
Peters’, should be put under contract. By the terms 
of the law, they were bound to locate a definite line to 
the city itself, before they proceeded to enter into con- 
tracts for any part.of it. Such a line had been presented 
by their engineer, with good reasons for believing, that 
its mode of entering and its point of contact with the 
city were on the whole the most adviseable. They were 
aware, however, that in adjusting its details, and espe- 
cially in regulating the various branches which should 
emanate from it, some minor particulars might require 
alteration. They were also aware, that further inquiry, 
as to the views, interests, and localities, about the city 
of Philadelphia,might suggest some changes ofstill grea- 
ter magnitude, which it would be expedient to make. 
To leave room for this, and for the admission of any ad- 
ditional light on the subject, they resolved to do no act 
within the present year, which would prevent them 
from improving their mode of entering the city of Phila- 
delphia, if it should be found practicable to do so. Here 
I beg leave distinctly to explain, what I have found occa- 
sionally misunderstood—namely, that the board of Canal 
Commissioners have never regarded their resolutions lo- 
cating particular routes, as conclusive on those subjects. 
A peculiar feature in the first improvement law requires 
such resolutions to be passed, before they proceed to 
make contracts for aline. Butas the public interest 
often requires that the general course of a line shall be 
determined, while some of its details are yet imperfectly 
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son possessed this advantage in a pre-eminent degree. 
| 

| 


the trade through convenient channels; and they be-| understood, their practice has been in all doubtful ca- 
lieved that from the line proposed, every necessary | ses, to regard the locating resolution as a matter of form 
branch could be made to pass. Thus far the informa- only, which upon better information they are at liberty 
tion before them was sufficiently complete. But they | to rescind: Hence by their practice, alocation however 
had no means of ascertaining what particular lines pas- | formally made, is always open to inquiry and correc- 
sing through the city or districts would be desired by | tion, until the passage of an order for placing it under 
the public, how far they would affect the regulation of | contract, and wheneyer a particular part is exempted 


streets and the value of property, or be deemed admissi- 
ble by the local authorities. They preferred, therefore, 
to reserve such questions until a better opportunity, and | 
felt themselves at full liberty to do so, as no operations | 
east of the Schuy/kill were contemplated within the pre- | 
sent year. 
I have remarked, that the board fully acquiesced in | 
the opinion, that a communication with the marine trade 
of the Schuylkill, was an object worthy of serious atten- 
tion. ‘They were informed that such a communication 
must either be effected by means of a branch,orthat the 


from the operations of an order for contract, the infe- 
rence should be that they have acted thus far upon the 
best information within their power, but that the aven- 
ues are not closed against additional light. 

Since the adjournment of the Board of Canal Com- 


| missioners; their course in relation to this subject, (the 


termination of the rail road,) and its probable effects 
upon the interests of Phil«da. have elicited much discus- 
sion. Assoon as I perceived that public feeling was 
alive upon the subject,and had ascertained the points up- 
on which this feeling turned; I felt it my duty to ob- 


main line must be so altered as to answer the purpose, | tain the most accurate information in my power, as to 
and that in the latter event, a level must be assumed | the several plans proposed in lieu of that adopted by 
which would render its future continuance to the Dela- | the Commissioners. For this purpose two competent 
ware very difficult at least, if not utterly impracticable. | Engineers in the service of the commonwealth, whose 
Upon the principle I have before stated, they could not | employment had related to the subject of Rail Roads, 
consent to exclude, or appear to exclude, an interest so | were instructed to join Major Wilson. Their joint re- 
important, as that in the Delaware, and they therefore | port has already been communicated to the public,* 
rejected the idea of locating the main line, to the sloop and will be read by the committee in connexion with 
navigation of the Schuylkill. The proposal fora branch | this letter. I shall therefore confine myself to a few 
was merely postponed for the reasons which I have en- | plain inferences which suggest themselves to my mind, 
deavoured to explain as applicable then to all branches | without venturing an opinion upon matters beyond my 
whatever, and yet with a confident hope that either by | province. 

the state or by individuals it would in due season be ex- | 


ecuted. The principle of reaching the free navigation * See page 123—this volume 
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From the common point at Judge Peters’, two modes 
of reaching the city,different from that of Major Wilson, 
are proposed: f 

1. To descend the Schuylkill on the west side to the 
Permanent Bridge, or to some point between it and the 
Upper Ferry Bridge, and there to cross to the city side. 

2. To descend the Schuylkill on the west side to a 
point between Fair Mount Dam and the Upper Ferry 
Bridge, there to cross, and thence to continue a line 
either down the Schuylkill to sloop navigation, or to- 
wards the Delaware. To this latter project is annexed 
that of a Branch Line from the crossing place at Fair 
Mount, down the west side, to terminate below the 
Permanent Bridge. 

The first of these plans is by the opinion of the En- 
gineers placed out of competition with either of the 
others. At greater expense to the state and with much 
more inconvenience to the city, it would afford less ac- 
commadation to the owners of property and to persons 
doing business on the Schuylkill front. For the western 
side of Schuylkill it would have no advantages over the 
branch connected with the second project. It would, 
moreover, so increase the difficulties of reaching the 
Delaware, that the interests in that quarter might well 
regard themselves as excluded. Iwill here remark, 
that although the opinion of the Engineers on this head, 
is confined to a single site for abridge, yet as they have 
selected the one most advisable, and where the ground 
on the city side will require least alteration, there rea- 
soning applies with add:tional force to any other posi- 
tion below the Upper Ferry Bridge. 

The arguments in favour of the second plan are at 
first view plausible, namely—that by shortening the 
branch line proposed to terminate on the west side of 
Schuylkill, it would create a saving of expense, and 
that by placing the main line in the neighborheod of 
Fair Mount upon a lower level than that of Major Wil- 
son, it would render it practicable to continue a rail way 
down the very margin of the Schuylkill to any point on 
its sloop navigation. 

The answer to the first argument is, that a line on the 
west side of Schuylkill, from Judge Peters’ to Fair 
Mount, kept up to the height required for crossing with 
a bridge, and preserving the necessary limits of curva- 
ture, would be immensely expensive, wiile a simple 
branch from the same point to the Permanant Bridge, 
by pursuing a low level, can be made within a fair aver- 
age ofcost. By actual survey it is ascertained that in 
order to turn upon the bridge proposed at Fair Mount, 
a tunnel 31 chains in length, or a corresponding deep 
cut 60 feet deep, through solid rock, would be neces- 
sary; and a summing up of the estimates annexed to the 
engineer’s report will show that this line, as far as Fair 
Mount, will cost enough, in addition to Major Wilson’s 
to the same point, to make a single branch line, from 
Judge Peters’, below the Permanent Bridge, and leave 
a surplus of $72,000. This additional expense must 
therefore be incurred for the sake of a line which is ac- 
tually 13 chains longer, and which comes to the same 
point on this side of the Schuylkill, with that of Major 
Wilson. 

The argument on the score of expense failing, it re- 
mains to be seen, how far the project is available for the 
greater accommodation of the Schuylkill front of the 
city. It is the unanimous opinion of the engineers,as will 
appear by reference to their report, that a bridge at 
Fair Mount ought not to be constructed at a less eleva- 
tion than 37 feet above high tide, which is about the 

general height of Broad street. Such a bridge has been 
located on'the line surveyed by Mr. Hopkins, and from 
it the line continues to the upper side of the Upper 
Ferry road till it intersects Callowhill street, at the cor- 


graduation scarcely perceptible, may be brought to the 
same point at precisely the same elevation, with a saving 
in distance of 13 chains. It is evident then, that the 
line from Judge Peters’ down to Fair Mount, and there 
crossing the river, as located by Mr. Hopkins, and ap- 
proved by the other Engineers, has not a single advan- 
tage for the purpose of reaching the Schuylkill front 
of the city, which is not possessed by Major Wilson’s. 

A few days ago, when in conversation with a mem- 
ber of your committee, I stated the substance of this 
latter paragraph. His answer was, that the object con- 
templated in crossing the river at Fair Mount could not 
be attained by Mr. Hopkins’ line; and that those who 
agree with him in opiniun would not prefer it to Major 
Wilson’s. He explained his object to be, to cross the 
Schuylkill upon a very low level, so that the line intend- 
ed to descend the Schuylkill might pass as near the 
river bank as possible. And he afterwards pointed out 
the route which he preferred, between Schuylkill Front 
and Ashton streets, and nearest the latter. This con- 
versation opened to me a new view of the subject, one 
which had not occurred to my own mind, and which, if 
it had previously been suggested had escaped without 
notice. Until then I supposed that the termination be- 
low Market street was the main object of those who 
pressed the claims of the Schuylkill front, and that the 
proximity of the line above the Permanant Bridge to the 
river bank, provided it did not materially depart froma 
direct course was not an object of much interest. Hence 
I had supposed that the route tracect down Schuylkill 
Second street would have been generally acquiesced 
in. 

When therefore I found from Mr. Harper, that the 
portion of the Schuylkill Front between Callowhill and 
Market streets, claimed that the Railway should pass as 
near as possible, it became my duty to ascertain how far 
| they could be gratified by a change in the elevation of 
| the bridge at Fair Mount, or by an alteration in the line 
of Major Wilson. I issued at once additional instruc- 
| tions to the Engineers which were in substance—-1. To 
| report what they deemed the least elevation consistent 
with the safety ofa bridge at Fair Mount:—2. To ascer- 
tain the line which such a level would admit down the 
Schuylkill:—3. To state what advantages such a line 
would have which’could not be attained from MajorWil- 
son’s route—and lastly, looking as well to a connexion 
with the Delaware as with the Schuy!kill—whether it 
would be adviseable to adopt such a level. 

The answers to the questions will be found in their re- 
port. They amount to this, that though a bridge might 
safely be built at a less elevation than 37 feet, yet no 
_such reduction can be made in that particular as sensi- 
| bly to promote the object intended. That in no cir- 
| cumstances and for no reason which has come to their 
| knowledge; even supposing it safe, should that bridge 
| be reduced materially below the level of Broad street; 
| because in that case any line of Railway destined for the 
| Delaware through the Northern Liberties must cross 
| Callowhill street, and thus be involved in difficulties to 
| impair both its practicability and value. 

But the inquiry upon these points has proceeded yet 
farther. I requested Major Wilson for the sake of ex- 
| periment, to assume the lowest level, at which any man 
| could propose to pass at Fair Mount, to trace on the 
| ground the results to which it would lead, and to see 
| how far the same objects might be attained from the line 
| already adopted by the Canal Commissioners. He com- 
| menced at the Upper Ferry Bridge at the height of its 
abutment and proceeded ona supposition that a straight 
| bridge of that height would be thrown across the river. 
| From that point he kept alevel onthe upper side of the 


| Upper Ferry road, the only ground where a Rail Road 








ner of Schuylkill 2nd,thence passes down Schuylkill 2nd, | can be placed without a serious destruction of property, 
& reaches the river, near the old water works. Now, at | until it touched the surface of Callowhill street between 
the corner of Schuylkill 2nd, and Callowhill, the line of | Schuylkil Front and Ashton, a few feet from the point 
Mr. Hopkins is within a stone’s throw of that adopted by indicated by Mr. Harper. 


the canal commissioners; and the latter,by a change inits | Turning here ina direction down the Schuylkill, he 
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found it to be practicable without any extra expense, to | determine their relative value, they must be regarded 


pass between Front and Ashton streets, cross Market 
street level and there take the line of Ashton street for 
any further distance down the Schuylkill: Returning to 
Callowhill street at the point of crossing, he carried a 
line graduated within the limits adopted on other parts | 
of the Railway, till it intersected his line in the bed of | 
the old Union Canal. The result of this examination | 
was, that from a point on the latter line, 26 chains from | 
the corner of Front and Callowhill, a branch line 
might be taken off, over ground presenting no serious | 
difficulties, which would strike the same point between | 
Schuylkill Front and Ashton, and thence pursue the 
course already described down the river; and that by 
beginning 5 chains further back, the line may be made 
to enter Ashton at the corner of Callowhill, or even at 
its intersection with the old Union Canal, to keep down 
Ashton, pass under the causeway of the Permanent 
Bridge, (or level with it as thought most adviseable) and 
terminate at Chesnut street or any other desirable point 
below. To effectthese objects a slight change in the gra- 
duation of the main line would be necessary so as to re- 
duce its level at the point of departure. ,This change 
can be made without difficulty. Itis believed that the 
last mentioned line may be cheaply executed, and that it 
will interfere less with streets and property, than any 
which can be devised. 

If these statements be correct, and they are all found- 
ed on actual survey, it follows inevitably that all objects 
connected with the Schuylkill front may be as well at- 
tained by crossing at Judge Peters’, as by abridge at 
Fair Mount, without interfering with any interests con- 
nected with the Delaware. A bridge at Fair Mount in- 
volves this dilemma. If its elevation correspond with 
the opinions of the Engincers, it will not meet the wish- 
es of persons on the Schuylkill, because the branch 
downwards must be located three squares from the riv- 
er. Ifon the contrary the bridge be depressed, the fa- 
cilities for a communication with the Delaware are 
greatly diminished—perhaps virtually destroyed. In ex- 
planation of this latter position, I will remark that the 
level of the abutment of the Upper Ferry Bridge, cuts 
the surface of Caliowhill near Schuylkill Front street. 
From that point to Schuylkill Third, Callowhill street, | 
and the ground adjacent rises at the rate of about 70 feet 
in the mile, to Schuylkill Third, where the level of 
Broad street is nearly attained. Iftherefore a main line 
shall cross at Fair Mount onthe lower level proposed, it 
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as equal. The project selected must therefore give to 
each, as equal an opportunity of advantage as possible, 
and any scheme which benefits some to the exclusion of 
others, is wholly inadmissible. 

All these requisites are found in the line surveyed by 
Major Wilson, with the trifling additions and alterations, 
which will be noticed immediately. Itis only necessary 


_ that at a point on this line about thirty chains from the 


corner of Schuylkill Second and Callowhill, which will 


| be found some where in the rear of Fair Mount, its level 
| should be reduced about five feet, and that there the 
| road should fork—one branch pursuing the same level 


to Broad street, and the other passing down Ashton 
street to Sloop Navigation of the Schuylkill. By these 
two lines, and the branches which they admit of, all the 
communications contemplated on this side of the 
Schuylkill can be found under advantageous circum- 
stances, while the Branch line surveyed by Major Wil- 
son from Judge Peters’ to a point on the West side be- 
low the Permanent Bridge, will give to that- side a con- 
veyance fully commensurate with its business or neces- 
sities. 

A short comparison of this plan with that of crossing 
at Fair Mount, which I regard as the only one in serious 
contemplation, will show its superiority. 


A line crossing at Fair Mount from Judge 
Peters’ to the corner of Schuylkill Se- 
cend and Callowhill, will cost over and . 
above the line of Major Wilson, to the 
same point, in round numbers - ° 

Deduct from th’s the cost of a single 
branch to Judge Peters’, to below Per- 
manent bridge on West side - - 


$98,000 


26,000 


72,000 
Add cost of double branch, from Fair 


Mount Bridge, on the West side 13,000 


$85,000 

Deduct from this, probable cost of the 
Branch spoken of (along Ashton street 
to Sloop Navigation on the East side,) 
(ata large estimate,) - : - - 30,000 


$55,000 
It appears, then, that for the same money which 


must cross Callowhill at Schuylkill Front, at an eleva- | would make a main line from Judge Peters’, crossing at 
tion so much less than that of Schuylkill Third and of | Fair Mount, to the corner of Schuylkill Second and 
Broad, that the latter cannot be reached within any ad- | Callowhill—a main line as located by Major Wilson may 
missible limit of graduation, without passing far to the | be made, a branch line on the West, and a branch line 


right, up a ravine scorped into the dividing ridge, and 
in a direction te the Orphan Asylum on Cherry street. | 
In order then to reach the Northern Liberties, it must | 
turn again to the left, re-cross the same streets and prob- 
ably involve itself in difficu'ties too serious to be en- 
countered. 

Whenever I have reflected upon the facts here at- | 
tempted to be explained, a question of great impor- | 
tance has forced itself upon me. With the evidence | 
now before the public, is it not practicable from parts | 
of the various plans proposed, to combine a whole, 
which founded in general views of the interests of this 
community, shall yet be capable of affording sectional | 
accommodation, which shall harmonize all wishes on 
this side of Schuylkill, and yet give to the Western side 
all reasonable advantage—and which shall thus achieve 
the great desideratum in all internal improvements by 
producing the largest sum of public benefit, with the 
least amount of public expense?’ My own answer has 
been, the project is practicable, and i shall therefore 
trespass on your patience long enough to explain it. 

On this side of Schuylkill there exist three great and 
leading interests—the Eastern, the Middle, and the 
Western. All are admitted to be of great importance, 
and in the absence of ay certain criterion by which to 


on the East side; and there will be stil! a balance of 


$55,000. Suppose that $59,000 of this balance, if it be 


_ thought necessary, be devoted to construct a double line 
_ on the West side, instead of the single one proposed, 


and it is evident that a smaller amount of money has 


| been made to accommodate a much greater portion of 


the public, by achering to the location already fixed, 


_ than it could possibly do if a change were attempted.— 


Conceiving this illustration sufficient, I shall pursue the 
subject no further. 

The only remaining question is, what steps should be 
taken by the people of Philadelphia, in order to accom- 
plish the plan here sketched, or such similar one as 
may be thought advisable. I answer, no proceedings 
by them are at this time absolutely required. The 
slight change referred to as necessary in the graduation 
of the line, is within the competency of the Engineer, — 
and he has expressed an opinion that such a change may 
conveniently and properly be made. It is clearly with- 
in the power of the Canal Commissioners to fork the 
road and lead a branch to the Schuylkill Front. Their 
proceedings in other cases have been analogous, and 
the legality of such proceedings remains unquestioned. 
Of their disposition to do so, and of the certainty that 
they will do it, provided, great obstacles be not thrown 
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in their way by the city authorities or by individual land | and wounded—Pray let the Delegates from this Colony 
holders, I can speak with great confidence. It is only to Connecticutt see this they know Col. Foster of Brook- 
necessary, then, in order to attain forthe city and its | field one of the Delegates. 

neighbourhood, all the advantages which can justly 
be expected from the Rail Road, that the simple re- Comy. of S. Y. 
commendation of the Canal Board in regard to a branch A True Coppy taken from the Original per Order of 
on the Western side, be passed into a law, and if it be | the Committee of Correspondence for Worcester. 
thought better to have a positive authority for the | April 19,1775. Att. NATH. BALDWIN, Town Clerk. 
branch on this side, that the same law shall include the Brooklin Thursday 11 oClock above is a true Coppey 
necessary provisions. Whether the Western branch | recd. pr. Express forwarded from Worcester. 

ought to be single or double in order to furnish the ac- Att. DANL. TYLER Junr. 
commodation required is a question not involved in the | Norwich Thursday 40 Clock above is a true Coppy 
present argument, and which may safely be reposed | as sent pr. Express from Mr. Tyler. 

where it properly belongs, in the discretion of the Legis- Att. CHRIS. LEFFINGWELL. 
lature. New London Thursday Evening 7 o Clock a true 

From what I have heard of the perplexity produced | Coppy as pr. Express. 
in the Legislature by the conflicting statements and hos- 
tile views recently presented to them, and by the appa- 
rent opposition of feeling between the several sections 
of the city and county, I cannot hesitate to believe that WM. COIT, J 
any unanimous movement upon a project so simple Lyme. Fryday Morng. 10Clock atrue Coppy as 
would have irresistible effect. Nor can I doubt that | recd pr ExPress. 
should the contest continue as heretofore, the same body 
will cut the knot which they cannot unravel, by stop- 
ping the location at the Belmont farm. 

1 have thus presented my views upon the whole sub- 
ject entrusted to your care, as fully as seemed neeessary 
for the developement of truth, and yet as briefly as was 
permitted by adue attention to perspicuity and order. 
1 beg in conclusion to affirm that no purpose of self vin- 
dication has tempted me to trespass upon your attention. Rica. Dickinson, 

As I covet no praise save what may be founded on there-| Killingworth, Fryday Morng. 7 o’clock forwarded as 
sult of my efforts when deliberately judged of, so I rest | recd. Express. 

easy under censure which owes its origin to momentary Gro. Exuiott, 
excitement, or to an imperfect acquaintance with facts. Sam. Gates, é Come. 

I have felt anxious that the whole case might be ex-| E. Guilford, Fryday Morng. 8 o’clock forwd. as recd. 
plained, because in its right understanding the interests | p. Express. 

of this community are deeply implicated. Ifthe present 
effort shall contribute te quiet the apprehensions, or to 
remove the misconceptions of any, its object will be ac- 
complished. 

1am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, &c. 

JOS. MSILVAINE. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 16,1829. * 


J PALMER one of the 


R. LAW, 
SAM. H. PARSONS 
NATH. SHAW, Jr. ( COM¢ 


Jno. Larnn, 
Jno. M‘Curpy,, 
Wo. Noyes, 
Sam. Marner, Jr. 
Say Brook Fryday morng. 4 o’Clock a true Coppy as 


recd. pr. Express. 
SAMUEL FIELD, 
Jno. Cockran, Come. 


Come. 


Tim. Topp, g Geme 
Isaac Kyieat, ; 
Guilford Fryday Morng. 10 o’clock. Red. p. Express. 
Sam. Brown, ¢ Gane 
D. Lonpon, ’ 
Brandford Friday 12 o’clock at noon red. and forwd. 
p- Sam. Barker one of the Come. 
Newhaven Apl. 21. Recd. and forwarded upon cer- 
tain Intelligence. 





BATTLE OF LEXINGTON 1775- 


The following is published from a paper found among 
the MSS. of the Editor’s late father; it is indorsed in his 
hand writing as follows—‘‘Account of the Battle of 
Lexington, sent per express from town to town. 

‘*This is the paper sent to Philadelphia and delivered 


to me by one of the Committee.” 
EBEN. HAZARD. 


This document is curious as showing ( besides the 
facts) the time when the information reached each place 
upon the route,as well as the names of the persons who 
were the active agents in each town. As it reachedPhil- 
adelphia on the afternoon of 24th, the news was about 
54 days on its way. 


Wednesday Morng near 10 of the Clock 


p. Sam. Bisnop, ~ >) 
Jos.. Munson, 
Timo. Jones, Jr. ‘| 
D. Avus7IN, Come. 
Isaac Douirtte, = | 
Dan. Lyman, 
Fairfield. Saturday 22d. Apl. 8 o’clock torwd. as rd 
p- Express from N. Haven. 
G. Sevtecx SILumay, 
Tuaps Burn, 
Jos Barrram, Come. 
Anpv. Row ann, 
Jon. SturGes, 
Since the above written we recd. the following p. 
Second Express. 
Thursday 3 o’clock afternoon P.M. 
Watertown : : i _ | Woodstock taken from the mouth of the Express that 
To all friends of American Liberty, be it | arrived there two of the clock afternoon that the Con- 
known that this Morning before break of day a Brigade | test between the first Brigade that marched to Con- 
consisting of about 1000, or 1200 Men landed at Phips | cord was still continuing this Morning at the Town of 
farm at Cambridge and Marched to Lexington where | Lexington to which said Brigade had retreated, that 
they found aCompany of our Colony Militia in arms up- | another Brigade said to be the Second mentioned in the 
on whom they fired without any provocation, and killed } letter of this morning had landed with a quantity of 
6 Men and wounded 4 Others. by an Express from | Artillery at the place where they first did. The pro- 
Boston we find another Brigade are now upon their | vincials were determined to prevent the two Brigades 
March from Boston supposed to be about 1000. The | from joining their strength if possible and remain in 
bearer Trail Rissel is charged to alarm the Country | great need of succour. 
quite to Connecticutt, and all persons are desired te| N.B. The Regulars when in Concord burnt the 
furnish him with fresh Horses, as they may be needed. | Court House, took two ps. of Cannon which they ren- 
I have spoken with Several who haye seen the dead | dered useless and began to take up Concord Bridge, on 


Sir I am this moment informed by Express from , 
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which Cap.* 
soon killed then made an attack upon the kings troops 
on which they retreated to Lexington. 
Iam Hbl. Serv. Es. Wittiams. 
Cort. Osan Jonysoy, Canterbury. 


P.S. Mr. McFarland of Plainficld mercht. has just 
returned from Boston by way of Providence, who con. 
versed with an express p. Lexington who further in. 


forms that about 4000 of our Troops had surrounded | 


the first Brigade above mentioned who were on a hill in 
Lexington, that the action continued and there were 
about 50 of our men killed and 150 ofthe Regulars as 
near as they could determine when their Express came 
away; it will be expedient for every man to go who is 
fit and willing. The above is a true Coppy as recd. p. 
Express from N. Haven and attested to by the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence from Town to Town. 
(Test.) Jon. Srunces, 
Anp. Row .anp, 
G. SEiiick SILLIMAN, 
Tuapp. Burr, 
Jos BarTram. 


Newyork Committe, Chamb. 40’Clock 

Sunday afternoon April 23, 1775. 

Recd the within account by express and forwarded by 
Express to New Brunswick, with Directions to stop at | 
Elizabeth Town and acquaint the Committe there with | 
the foregoing Particulars. | 
By order of the Committe, 
ISAAC LOW, Chairman. | 
The Committe at N. Brunswick, are requested to for- | 
ward this to Phila. 
N. Brunswick, Ap. 24, 1775, 20’Clock in the morning | 


recd the above Express and forwarded to Princetown | 


by Ww. Oakg, 
Jas. Nertson, > Come. 
Az. Sarin, @ 

Princetown Monday Ap. 24, 6 o’Clock, recd.and 
forw’d to Trenton by 


' 


Tro. WieciNs, Come. 

Jno. Batpwin, § Members. | 

Trenton Monday Ap. 24, 9 o’Clock in the morn’g | 
recd. the above p. Express and forwarded the same to | 
the Committee of Philadelphia. ) 
Sam. Tucker, 


Come. 
Isaac SMITH, g . 





* Capt. Isaac Davis of Acton.— Gordon. 


| 


The Managers of the Manual Labqur Academy | 
of Pennsylvania have resolved to purchase the 
farm of Samuel Bucknell Esq. (late Dr. Blair’s) in 
Germantown, as the site of their institution. It 
contains 42 acres of land, on which are a commo- 
dious dwelling house 40 teet by 52 in size, with 
back projections and convenient buildings in the 
rear, allof stone. A special committee, consisting 
of five members of the Board, has been appointed 
toaid the General Agent in devising and exccuting 
all the necessary measures for opening the school 
as soon as possible. ‘The Treasurer is directed to 
make collections from subscribers with all conve- 
nient despatch. 








The corporation of the city of Pittsburg have autho- 
rised a company to light that city with gas. 





Twenty-two Steam boats have been built in the city 
and vicinity of Pittsburg within twelye months, Their 
aggregate tonnage is 4570 tons. 





The quantity of glass blown and flattened, by four 
blowers, at Broomsville, Fayette county, in December | 
last, was 29,800 feet. 


i 


who with many on both sides were | 


'N. O. Neffsville, 


'N. O. Jeffersonville, 


a 





Useful Inventions.—Mr. John W. Cooper, of Waynes- 
burg, in this county, has discovered (for which he has 
| obtained patents, ) a new mode of bleaching and whiten- 
| ing flax, hemp, tow and cotton cloth, in the course of a 
|few hours, without the least injury or damage to the 
| strength thereof—and also, of making white paper from 
| Tags of cotton, linen or silk, be their color ever so vari- 
| ous, and of extracting from all kinds of rags all kinds of 
| mineral colors and rendering them white and complete- 
ily bleached, &c. The ingredients and process used are 
said to be so cheap and trifling as to render these dis- 
coveries highly valuable, particularly to paper makers. 


Chambersburg Repos. 


Great Draught.—A horse belonging to Mr. Foust, 


| lately drew, from the West Mine to the turnpike, a dis- 


tance of one mile, sixty-four bushels of anthracite coal, 
with apparent ease. He was attached to the end of a 
tongue of a heavy wagon—total weight of coal and wa- 
gon, 5610 pounds; add to this the weight of his rider ! 
Miners’ Journ. 





POST OFFICES. 

List of Post Offices in Pennsylvania, established, dis- 
continued, and names changed, from the Ist to the 
Sist January, 1829, inclusive. (Read N. O. for New 
Office; Disc. for Discontinued; Ch. for changed.) 


OFFICES. REMARKS, 
|N, O. Maple Grove, Armstrong. 

N. O. Turbotville, Northumberland. 

N. O. Adamsville, Berks. 

N. O. Crooked Creek, Tioga. 

Disc. Rock Hill, Bucks, discontinued. 
N. O. Stonerstown, Bedford. 

N. O. Southampton, Somerset. 

N.O. Spruce Creek, Huntingdon. 
|N. O. Pieasant Hill, Delaware. 

N. O. Cocalico, Lancaster. 


Disc. Thompson’s X Roads Perry discontinued. 
Lancaster. 
Westmoreland. 
Lycoming. 

Montgom. to Pottstown 
Lancaster, discontinued. 
Montgomery. 

N. O. Huntingd.Furnace Huntingdon. 

N. O. Sugar Loaf, Columbia. 


N. OQ. Bolivar, 

N. O. Forsman, 
Chan. Pott’s Grove, 
Disc. Ferree’s, 


|N. O. Scott, Wayne. 


MAMMOTH HOG.—A hog about 18 months old, 
which had been fed altogether on still slop, was killed on 
the 3d inst. at the distillery of Mr. Jacob Weltzhoffer, in 
Hellam township, and weighed 525 pounds. 


_-— 


The receipts of the treasury of Armstrong county, Pa. 
last year were 8808 dollars—expenditures 6759 dollars; 
$9.53 for teaching poor children, and $36.25 for wolf 
and panther scalps. 


WEATHER.—The ice broke up in the Delaware and 
Schuylkill on the 5th instant. On the 6th there was a 
plentiful fall of rain, which with the mild weather 
caused the ice generally to disappear. There was a con- 
siderable fresh in the Schuylkill—and the floors of some 
of the stores were covered with water owing to ob- 
structed ice. 
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